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West  Gloucestershire 

United  District 


The  Rural  Districts  of 
EAST  DEAN,  WEST  SeAN  and  LYDNEY. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 
CLAUDE  T.  DARWENT,  l.r.c.p.,  l.r.c.s.,  d.p.h. 

Residence  :  Parkend. 


To  the  Chairmen  and  Members  of  the  Rural  Districts 
forming  the  West  Gloucester  United  District. 

Parkend,  Glos. 

April ,  1938 


Gentlemen, 

HAVE  the  honour  to  lay  before  you  my  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  1937,  and  to  thank  those  officers  who  have 
assisted  me  in  its  compilation. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


CLAUDE  T.  DARWENT. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

CLAUDE  T.  DARWENT,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.,  D.P.H. 
Residence,  Parkend.  Tel.  Parkend  53. 

Sanitary  Inspectors 

East  Dean  Rural  District — 

Mr.  A.  W.  Collinson,  St.  Annals  Road,  Cinderford. 

Tel.  Cinderford  3166. 

West  Dean  Rural  District — 

Mr.  S.  B.  J.  Davies.  Tel.  Coleford  25. 

Mr.  GARNET  J.  WATTS  (Additional  San.  Inspector). 

Lydney  Rural  District— 

Mr.  Geo.  J.  Elliott,  M.R.S.I.,  M.  Inst.  M.C.E.,  Highland 
Villa,  Tutnalls,  Lydney.  Tel.  Lydney  54. 

Mr.  W.  M.  RICHARDS,  A.R.S.I.,  Highland  Bungalow, 

Tutnalls  Street,  Lydney. 


Hospitals 

Isolation,  Alvington— 

Matron  :  Miss  C.  M.  Arocott.  Tel.  Lydney  102. 

Greenway  Smallpox — 

Mr.  A.  W.  Collinson,  Greenway  Smallpox  Hospital. 

Tel.  Cinderford  3166. 

Wilderness- 

Matron  :  Miss  Roseta  Campbell.  Tel.  Drybrook  240. 

The  M.O.H.  is  a  whole-time  officer,  and  one-half  of 
his  salary  is  contributed  from  Exchequer  grants. 
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Puerperal  Sepsis  Others  Total 

The  Maternal  Mortality  rates  for  )  Per  1-000  Live  Births  ...  0‘97  2-2 6  3‘23 

England  and  Wales  are  as  follows  :  f  „  „  Total  Births  ...  0  94  2-17  3-11 


w 

p 

PH 

P 

C/5 

P 
W 
H 
c/5 
W 
o 
p 
o 

p 

o 

H 
in 
W 

£ 

W 
ffi 
H 

P 

O 

P  rn 

O'* 

C/5  1-1 

U 


P 

< 

H 


i>- 


H 

co 

t— i 

H 

<3 

H 

co 


CO 

H 

O 

HH 

P 

H 

c/5 

i— i 

A 


A 
W 
>  H 


P 

<< 

P 

W 

P 

W 

o 

w 

A 

A 

O 

A 


O 

A 

co 


W 

P 

A 

< 

H 


A 

P 


05 

cO 

CO 

00 

oo 

4-* 

0 

4-» 

CO 

lO 

05 

l> 

(M 

CO 

rH 

CO 

C-3 

o 

P 

rH 

CM 

rH 

CN 

03 

rH 

CK1 

6 

03 

•  1"H 

p 

4-* 

yi 

n 

Ages 

« 

rH 

rH 

rH 

rH 

rH 

rH 

rH 

rH 

0 

03 


OX) 

.5 

’So 

p 

o 

13 

rQ 

C/5 

rP 

4-» 

P 

0 

Q 


0 

£ 


P 

0 

rO 

a 

p 

s? 


03 


40 

Ol 

CO 

CO 

rH 

40 

HH 

fS 

05 

• — * 

O 

GO 

CO 

to 

CO 

00 

GO 

o 

40 

p 

OX) 

< 


p 

p 

0 


p 

0 

T3 

P 

& 


Rate  per 

1,000 

ett  Births, 

11 

o 

rH 

rH 

rH 

CO 

00 

CO 

05 

CO 

05 

40 

rH 

iO 

O 

03 

40 

• 

rh 

CD 

40 

40 

40 

40 

40 

P 

0 

rQ 


P 

£ 


C/5 

rP 

4-> 

P 

0 

Q 

0 

f  ■< 
& 
p 
p 
0 

MH 

CO 

P 

P 

P 

H 


*d 
o  0 


C/5  P  ^  0  O 

13  *>p-n 


-.  _  „  <0 

<U  —  <L> 

r/  «)  +-> 

a  in 

>+h  0  £>c.S^ 


os 


m 

IQ 


kO 

-4 


co 

if 


t> 

1/3 


OJ 

*0 


CO 


CO 

Cl 


os 

rH 


tO 

00 


'  -M 

a  «  as  O 

^  0  0’S  P 

•s  g’lrS 

^  * , 


00 


o 

o 

<M 


CO 

CO 


00 

CO 


CO 

05 


I> 

O 

03 


0 
C/5  ^ 

*P  ^ 

4->  PJ 

«-dP 
0  gX3 
^  8.2 
5.aQ 

O  bjO 

H  <U 
& 


0 

4J 

05 

o 

40 

I> 

CO 

P 

4h 

03 

CO 

rH 

rH 

rH 

■4 

C<1 


<N 


& 

x> 

S 

P 

£ 


to 


(/) 

XI 

-*-* 

l-l 

m 


as 

£ 


p 

0 

CO 

rH 

rH 

rH 

00 

JO 

-rH 

rH 

rH 

CO 

rH 

CO 

£ 

00 

05 

00 

o 

O 

o 

p 

n 

•JB9A  qOE9  JO  01PP!W 
oj  pgjBunjsa  uoijBjndoj 


co 


H9‘8i  ‘9861  ut  B3jy 

S9Joy 

9JOJBJS  IStOOT*  B9JV  « 
(99001  ‘lS6t 
ui)  pgjiqBquj  sosnojq 


to 

CO 


03 

00 


Tf 

rH 


V3 

<N 


0 

4-* 

05 

x> 

40 

rH 

CM 

<M 

«o 

00 

00 

tH 

rH 

p 

& 

40 

CO 

00 

cb 

40 

7^ 

40 

40 

cb 

rH 

rH 

rH 

rH 

rH 

rH 

00 

CO 


to 

rt* 


OS 

o 


<N 

eo 


oo 

Cl 


CO 

CO 

rH 

-4 

05 

os 

to 

CO 

CO 

05 

CO 

rH 

CO 

<N 

14 

CO 

CO 

00 

00 

00 

to 

to 

"4 


eo 

oo 

i> 


o 

o 


05 

CO 

o 

o 

CO 

00 

CO 

CM 

tH 

CO 

rH 

05 

r— 

C5 

05 

00 

CO 

o 

40 

ct. 

T— ( 

1 — < 

rH 

CO 

o 

t- 

40 

40 

40 

CO 

CO 

CO 

-H 

H* 

rH 

00 

CO 

rH 

o 

05 

CM 

CM 

l> 

CO 

00 

»o 

40 

O 

rH 

CO 

00 

H- 

rH 

co 

00 

rH 

I> 

rH 

CM 

(M 

CO 

CO 

CO 

rH 

(M 

rH 

rH 

rH 

rn 

rr 

rH 

rH 

T~I 

p 

p 

0 

05 

o 

rH 

CM 

CO 

H- 

CO 

7^ 

CM 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

co 

05 

05 

05 

05 

05 

05 

05 

c. 

rH 

rH 

rH 

rH 

rH 

rH 

rH 

> 

« 


In  1926  and  1932  Oolefcrd  U.D.  and  West  Dean  R.D.  respectively  were  added  to  the  West  Gloucestershire 


TABLE  III— TABLE  OF  COMPARATIVE  MORTALITY  FOR  YEARS  1930—1937  (according  to 
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Table  IV.  Tuberculosis — 

WEST  GLOUCESTERSHIRE  UNITED  DISTRICTS 
OF  EAST  DEAN,  WEST  DEAN  AND  LYDNEY 

given  in  accordance  with  Circular  540  Ministry  of  Health  (18/12/24) 


Age  Periods 

New  Cases 

Pulmonary  Non-pulm’ary 

Deaths 

Pulmonary  Non-pulm’ary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under  1  year 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

]  and  under  5  years 

0 

0 

1 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

8 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

10  ,,  ,,  15  ,, 

2 

3 

15 

12 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15  „  ,,  20  ,, 

1 

1 

7 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

20  „  „  25  „ 

5 

3 

4 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

25  „  ,,  35  ,, 

2 

3 

2 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

35  , ,  )  j  45  f , 

4 

4 

4 

0 

1 

2 

2 

2 

45  ,,  „  55  ,, 

4 

3 

2 

0 

3 

1 

0 

0 

55  „  „  65  ,, 

1 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

65  years  and  upwards 

2 

5 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Totals  •  •  •  • 

21 

24 

45 

24 

6 

4 

2 

4 

DEATH  RATES  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS, 
CANCER  AND  MATERNAL  MORTALITY 
1937.  In  West  Glos.  United  Districts. 


Respiratory  Tuberculosis  ... 

Males 

6 

Females 

4 

Rate 
per  1000 

0-23 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

2 

4 

0T12 

C  ancer  •••  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  • 

29 

33 

P5 

Maternal  Mortality — 

Puerperal  Sepsis  per  1000  live  births, 
Other  Causes 


101.  Per  1000  total  births,  0'C2. 
Nil.  „  „  Nil. 


n 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE 
WEST  GLOUCESTERSHIRE  M.O.H.  DIVISION. 


1 .  'Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority. 

See  list  on  page  4. 

2.  — ( a )  Laboratory  Facilities  provided  by  the  Glouces¬ 
tershire  County  Council  are  afforded  by  the  Pathological 
Department  of  the  Gloucestershire  Royal  Infirmary  and  the 
University  of  Bristol. 

(b)  Ambulance  Facilities.  These  in  the  past  have 
proved  adequate  so  far  as  East  and  West  Dean  and  Lydney 
are  concerned. 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  Home.  The  District  Nursing 
Associations  are  co-ordinated  with  Gloucestershire  County 
Council. 

(d)  Clinics  &  Treatment  Centres.  At  Cinderford, 
Coleford  and  Lydney  are  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  County 
M.O.H.  and  Staff. 

3.  — Hospitals. 

Hospitals  and  other  Institutions  available  for  the 
West  Gloucestershire  United  Districts. 

(a)  Hospitals  provided  or  subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  by  the  County  Council  : 

(1)  Tuberculosis  : 

Standish  House  Sanatorium.  Total  beds...  ...  250 


These  are  allotted  as  follows  : — 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  men  ...  ...  ...  74 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  women,  ...  ...  ...  26 

Tuberculosis  cases  requiring  surgical  treatment,  men  11 

Tuberculosis  cases  ,,  ,,  ,,  women  8 

Tuberculosis  cases  ,,  ,,  ,,  children  19 

Tuberculosis,  all  forms,  children,  boys  ...  ...  40 

Tuberculosis,  all  forms,  children,  girls  ...  ...  34 

Tuberculosis,  all  forms,  “  Toddlers  ”  ...  ...  32 

Tuberculosis.  Observation  cases...  ...  ...  6 

Total  ...  ...  250 
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Over  Hospital,  No.  of  Beds  :  33. 

In  addition  there  are  12  beds  for  advanced  cases  (female)  at 
Cashes  Green  and  10  for  acute  surgical  cases  at  Cheltenham 
General  Hospital. 

When  the  acute  stage  is  over  these  go  to  the  “surgical” 
beds  at  Standish  House. 

These  beds  are  available  for  the  whole  county. 

(2)  Maternity  : 

Gloucester  D.N. A.  No.  of  Beds:  12. 

Cheltenham  D.N. A.  No.  of  Beds  :  8. 

(3)  Children.  Longford.  No.  of  Beds  :  30. 

(4)  Orthopaedic.  No.  of  Beds  :  11. 

Cheltenham — 4;  Gloucester— 3  ;  Bristol — 4. 

(5)  Fever.  Wilderness  I.D.  Hospital,  No.  of  Beds  :  52, 

including  6  Cots  and  6  Beds  for  staff. 

(6)  Small-pox.  N.W.  Glos.  S.P.  Hospital,  No.  of  Beds  : 

50,  and  5  for  Staff. 

(7)  Other.  Dilke  Hospital.  No.  of  beds :  35. 

(b)  Ambulance  f  (a)  for  infectious  cases.  One  Motor. 

Facilities  :  (  (b)  for  non-infectious  and  accident  cases, 

None. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITALS. 

The  Rural  Districts  of  East  and  West  Dean  are  jointly 
served  by  the  Wilderness  Hospital,  situated  near  Mitcheldean. 

This  Hospital  is  under  the  management  of  the  East  Dean 
and  United  Districts  Joint  Hospital  Board. 

Lydney  District  on  the  other  hand,  has  its  own  small 
Hospital  at  Alvington.  This  is  capable  only  of  accommodating 
one  disease  at  a  time,  which  has  on  occasions  necessitated 
patients  being  sent  a  long  distance  to  the  Wilderness  Hos¬ 
pital.  Parts  of  the  Lydney  District  are  more  than  20  miles 
distant  from  the  Wilderness  and  to  transport  serious  cases 
of  Diphtheria  such  a  distance  and  over  such  tortuous  roads, 
is  a  matter  of  alarm. 
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The  question  therefore  arises.  What  is  the  best  and  most 
satisfactory  method  of  serving  the  Three  Districts  ? 

East  Dean  own  their  Hospital,  the  Wilderness,  and  with 
which  they  are  quite  satisfied,  as  it  serves  all  the  requirements 
of  the  District.  West  Dean  have  no  Hospital,  but  by  Agree¬ 
ment  with  the  management  of  the  East  Dean  and  United 
Districts  Joint  Hospital  Board,  are  allocated  a  definite  number 
of  beds  at  the  Wilderness. 

Lydney  have  a  small  Hospital,  which  is  at  times  in¬ 
adequate. 

The  main  point  at  issue  is,  Do  the  County  Authorities 
consider  the  existing  Hospitals  adequate  and  satisfactory 
for  the  purpose  of  which  they  serve  ?  If  so,  all  is  well.  If 
not,  there  can  only  be  one  alternative,  the  erection  of  a 
Central  Isolation  Hospital,  which  would  serve  adequately, 
the  three  Rural  Districts.  Administrative  charges  would 
thereby  be  reduced  ;  isolation  would  be  centralised  and  so 
also  would  administration  for  all  Infectious  Diseases  in  the 
Area  and  the  Community  as  a  whole  would  benefit. 

In  my  opinion  and  it  is  also  that  of  others,  that  the 
only  solution  to  a  question  of  such  vital  importance,  is  the 
establishment  of  a  Central  Hospital,  the  site  (and  it  exists) 
of  which,  should  be  as  nearly  equidistant  as  possible  the  most 
populous  parts  of  East  Dean,  West  Dean  and  Lydney. 

This  matter  in  relation  to  the  whole  County  is  now 
receiving  the  attention  of  the  County  Authorities  and  the 
members  of  the  Rural  District  Council  Association. 


These  services  are  under  the  supervision  of  the  County  M.O.H. 

(1)  Midwifery  and  Maternity  Services. 

(2)  Child  Welfare. 

(3)  Health  Visitors. 

(+)  Infant  Life  Protection,  Orthapaedic. 

4. — Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres  are  organised  by 
the  County  Council. 


12 


PUBLIC  VACCINATORS. 


East  Dean  Cinderford 
Ruardean 
Mitcheldean 
Drybrook 
Awre 

West  Dean 

Lvdbrook 
Lydney  R.D. 


Dr.  Rouse-Rouse 
Dr.  H.  Stanger 
Dr.  A.  Heron 

Dr.  H.  H.  Sumption 
...  Dr.  H.  J.  Selby 

Dr.  Battle 
Dr.  M.  McMinn 
Dr.  C.  O.  Carson 
Dr.  E.  W.  Hardman 
Dr.  R.  N.  Nanda 


VACCINATION  OFFICERS. 

East  Dean — Mr.  P.  J.  Bennett,  Woodside  St.,  Cinderford. 
West  Dean — Mr.  E.  R.  Pearce,  Coleford. 

Lydney — Mr.  F.  L.  Wintle,  Lydney. 
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REPORT  BY  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  United  Districts. 
Water. 

The  summer  of  1937  was  conspicuous  by  its  low  rainfall 
and  in  consequence  economy  in  the  use  of  water  had  to  be 
strictly  observed.  This  method  proved  satisfactory,  although 
in  a  few  of  the  remote  parishes — hardships  from  a  limited 
supply  was  experienced. 

Physical  and  geological  conditions  in  some  parts  of  the 
Area — make  the  provision  of  a  main  water  supply  at  a  reason¬ 
able  cost  impossible. 

There  are  however  certain  Parishes  with  ample  natural 
water  resources,  which  are  unexploited,  solely  because  of  the 
heavy  financial  burden  entailed  in  procuring  this  necessity. 
Such  is  the  situation  at  St.  Briavels  in  the  Lydney  Rural 
District. 

p 

There  are  many  springs  in  the  vicinity — which  in  the 
driest  years — have  always  continued  to  yield  a  satisfactory 
and  abundant  supply. 

These  are  only  tapped  to  a  very  limited  extent,  with  the 
result  that  the  majority  of  houses  have  no  readily  accessible 
water  supply — including  the  School,  with  over  a  hundred 
scholars. 

A  pump  fed  reservoir,  with  a  200,000  gallon  capacity, 
situated  at  the  highest  elevation  in  St.  Briavels — near  Green 
Barn  Farm — would  supply  the  most  populous  parts  of  the 
Parish. 

The  routine  Bacteriological  examination  of  water  supplies 
in  a  large  Rural  District,  is  one  of  serious  financial  concern. 
The  present  coat  of  £2  2s.  for  an  Analyses  and  Bacter.  report  is 
prohibitive,  when  hundreds  of  samples  have  to  be  submitted 
annually. 

Apart  from  a  few  main  supplies  in  the  Forest  of  Dean 
Area,  there  are  over  200  public  wells,  samples  of  water  from 
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which  should  be  submitted  at  regular  intervals  for  examination. 

The  Councils  concerned  are  justly  adverse  to  burden  the 
ratepayers  with  such  a  heavy  annual  commitment,  in  conse¬ 
quence,  only  a  limited  number  of  samples  are  sent  annually  for 
examination. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Particulars  as  to  extensions  and  connections  will  be 
found  incorporated  in  the  Sanitary  Inspectors’  and  Surveyors’ 
reports  for  their  respective  Districts. 

I  should  like  however  to  compliment  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  East  D.R.D.  Council  on  their  sewerage 
disposal  works  at  Soudley.  These  are  the  finest  of  the  kind 
I  have  ever  seen  in  any  Rural  area,  and  would  be  a  credit  to 
any  more  populous  part  of  the  country. 

These  works  have  now  made  it  possible  for  the  majority  of 
the  houses  in  Littledean  and  Mitcheldean  to  be  connected  to 
the  main  sewer,  a  service  which  is  much  appreciated. 

The  remaining  houses  should  be  connected  up  during  1938. 

Financial  limitations,  however,  deprive  certain  parts  of 
East  Dean  of  a  proper  and  effective  means  of  sewage 
disposal.  Ruardean,  is  such  a  place  in  question,  and  would 
under  existing  circumstances,  benefit  from  any  such  scheme. 

West  Dean  on  the  other  hand — must  at  early  date  face 
the  financial  burden  of  building  an  adequate  and  efficient 
sewage  disposal  plant.  The  present  open  sewer  (White- 
cliffe  farm)  apart  from  being  unsightly  and  polluting  the  air— 
is  a  potential  source  of  danger  to  the  community  and  one 
which  must  not  be  tolerated.  A  large  part  of  West  Dean  will 
in  no  way  benefit  from  such  a  scheme — but  this  is  one  of  the 
difficulties  always  experienced  in  scattered  rural  districts. 

Swimming  Baths  and  pools. 

There  are  two  pools  in  the  Lydney  Area — one  at  Beachley 
and  the  other  near  Lydney.  The  Analysis  of  the  water  in 
1937,  has  proved  that  it  is  in  both  cases  suitable  for  the 
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purpose  used.  The  water  at  Beachley  is  chlorinated  by 
mechanical  means  and  that  at  Lydney  by  the  hand  addition 
of  “  Chloros.” 

In  the  East  Dean  Aiea  there  is  a  new  swimming  pool  at  the 
Manor  Hotel,  Longhope.  This  pool  is  of  excellent  design  and 
construction  and  the  water  supply  is  chlorinated  daily. 

Eradication  of  Bed-Bugs. 

One  council  house  in  West  Dean  and  one  private  house 
in  East  Dean  were  bug-infested.  In  both  cases,  thorough 
cleansing  with  soap  and  water  and  then  the  application  of 
a  strong  solution  of  soda,  was  found  to  be  quite  effective. 
The  work  was  undertaken  by  the  occupiers  of  the  infested 
premises. 

The  Sanitary  Inspectors  are  constantly  on  the  look-out 
for  such  undesirable  conditions.  Their  advice  to  tenants  to 
scrub  the  premises  regularly  with  plenty  of  soap  and  water — 
has  helped  to  defy  these  unpleasant  hosts. 

HOUSING. 

The  details  as  to  numbers,  etc.,  are  given  in  the  Reports 
of  the  respective  Housing  Surveyors.  In  East  Dean,  many 
houses  which  would  have  come  under  a  demolition  order — 
have  fortunately  been  saved  by  the  Housing  (Rural)  Workers’ 
Act.  The  transformation  from  an  old  dilapidated  house  or 
cottage — into  a  fine  house,  speaks  wonders  for  the  working 
of  the  Act. 

Many  houses,  which  to-day  stand  derelict,  could  have  been 
saved — had  this  act  been  adopted  throughout  the  Forest  of 
Dean  Area. 

SLUM  CLEARANCE. 

Clearance  Areas. 

Under  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  seven  such  areas  were  dealt 
with  in  West  Dean.  The  Ministry  of  Health  at  Coleford,  on 
the  3rd  November  1937 — held  an  Inquiry  into  five  of  these 
areas  and  all  seven  were  confirmed  by  the  Ministry  on  the 
25th  March,  1938. 
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The  number  of  persons  to  be  re-housed  from  the  above 
areas,  was  at  the  date  of  the  Inquiry — sixty-one  persons. 

In  Lydney  District  a  Ministry  of  Health  Inquiry  was  held 
at  Tutshill  School,  Tidenham,  on  the  9th  December,  1937, 
to  consider  the  Pen  Moel  Row  (eleven  houses)  Tidenham, 
Clearance  Order  and  Swan  Row  (four  houses)  Woolaston, 
Clearance  Order. 

The  Clearance  Orders  were  confirmed  by  the  Ministry 
in  March,  1938,  and  the  number  of  persons  to  be  re-housed  is 
thirty-three  from  Tidenham  and  seven  from  Woolaston 

INDIVIDUAL  UNFIT  HOUSES. 

A  large  number  of  such  are  under  investigation  throughout 
the  combined  area  and  a  definite  decision  cannot  yet  be 
reached,  until  the  owners  have  all  had  an  opportunity  of  giving 
- — if  they  so  desire— an  undertaking  to  the  respective  Councils 
to  bring  their  house  or  houses  up  to  a  standard  required  by  the 
Councils  concerned. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 
Milk  Supply. 

Efforts  are  continually  being  made  throughout  the 
Districts  to  promote  the  production  of  clean  milk,  and  much 
improvement  has  been  effected  in  this  direction. 

The  careless  and  unclean  methods  of  the  milkers  and  not 
so  much  the  structural  state  of  the  cow-sheds,  are  responsible 
for  unclean  milk  supplies  and  it  is  only  by  constant  super¬ 
vision  on  the  part  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  that  clean  milk 
will  be  produced. 

Work  under  the  various  Housing  Acts  has  occupied 
so  much  of  these  officers’  time,  that  routine  inspection  of  the 
numerous  dairies,  cow-sheds,  etc.,  has  had  to  be  curtailed. 
This  in  the  future  will  be  more  energetically  pursued. 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 

Detailed  reports  are  given  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
of  each  District. 


17 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASE. 

The  area  of  the  Combined  Districts  has  been  singularly 
free  from  Infectious  Disease.  In  the  early  part  of  the  year 
under  review,  a  small  epidemic  of  Diphtheria  (twenty-two 
cases)  were  notified  from  Littledean  Parish.  The  Schools 
and  homes  of  patients  and  contacts  were  visited — numerous 
swabs  were  examined— but  no  evidence  of  any  missed  cases 
or  carriers  was  forthcoming.  The  epidemic  passed  as  quickly 
as  it  arrived  with  fortunately  no  loss  of  life. 

It  is  interesting  though  unfortunate  to  note  that  in  the 
above  locality,  Immunisation  against  diphtheria  was  rejected 
by  the  inhabitants. 

By  means  of  the  Press  and  Lectures,  I  have  tried  to  bring 
before  the  Public  the  great  protection  offered  by  Immunisation, 
which  is  given  free  by  the  councils  of  the  Area. 

The  response  in  the  past  year  has  been  disappointing. 

Scarlet  fever  of  a  mild  type  has  shown  its  presence  in  a 
sporadic  manner. 

No  evidence  was  forthcoming  that  the  disease  was,  in 
any  instance,  milk  borne. 

A  sharp  epidemic  of  measles  occurred  in  November  and 
December  in  the  Tidenham  area  of  Lydney  District.  This 
accounted  for  many  school-days  being  lost  and  the  classes 
much  depleted. 

Tuberculosis,  both  pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary 
shows  a  slight  decrease  both  in  incident  and  mortality  over 
1936,  as  will  be  noted  in  the  statistical  returns. 

The  co-operation  of  the  Medical  Practitioners  of  the 
Forest,  in  bringing  to  the  notice  of  the  County  Tuberculosis 
Officers  any  early  or  suspected  cases  of  the  disease,  is  greatly 
appreciated,  and  is  a  practice  which  will  save  many  lives. 
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The  routine  examination  of  School  children  affords  the 
Medical  Officers  valuable  opportunities  of  early  selection  for 
treatment,  either  through  the  Clinics  or  Sanatoria,  those 
suspected  cases  of  Tuberculosis. 

C.  T.  Darwent, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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WEST  GLOUCESTERSHIRE 
UNITED  DISTRICT. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

In  1937  the  rateable  value  of  the  West  Gloucestershire 
Area  of  East  Dean,  West  Dean  and  Lydney  was  £139,838. 

OUTSTANDING  LOANS. 

East  Dean  Rural  District. 


Object  of 

Sum 

Date  of 

Amount  outstanding 

Loan  borrowed 

Loan 

on  31st  Mar., 

1938 

Entire 

(Housing 

1110 

10-12-24 i 

Rural 

District  Subsidies) 

1400 

13-5-25 

3000 

12-5-26 

-  /4036  11 

7 

1900 

15-2-28 

Housing — 

500 

19-6-29  J 

i » 

(Stockwell 
Green  Site) 

4000 

16-1-24 

p768  18 

11 

9  9 

Victoria  Site 

4500 

16-5-28 

^4353  4 

9 

9  9 

(Longhope,  Mousall ) 

Barn,  Brierley  !- 

and  Soudley)  / 

11805 

17-6-31 

£\  1517  13 

8 

9  9 

(Mousall  Barn  and 
Longhope) 

2220 

18-7-33 

^2168  18 

8 

(additional) 

9  9 

(Land  at  Mousall  ) 

Barn,  Brierley  i 

and  Soudley)  ) 

1500 

19-6-29 

U484  12 

4 

9  9 

Housing  (Land  at 

Townsend,  Ruardean  ; 

St.  Whites  Road 
Cinderford  ;  and 
Buckshaft  Road, 
Cinderford) 

770 

17-10-34 

^763  19 

10 

9  9 

Housing  (Townsend, 

Ruardean  and 

Buckshaft  Road, 
Cinderford) 

10039 

19-6-35 

^9899  13 

2 

9  9 

Construction  of 
roads  at  St  Whites 
Road,  Cinderford 

1225 

25-9-35 

£1 134  17 

10 
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East  Dean  Rural  District — continued, 


Entire 

District 

)  9 

y  y 

Object  of 

Loan 

Housing  (St.  Whites 
Road,  Cinderford) 

Housing  (Land  at  The 
Pludds  and  Townsend, 
Mitcheidean) 

Housing  (Rural  Work¬ 
ers)  Acts 

Amount 

of  Date  of  Loan 

Loan 

£13700  20-11-35 

190  20-11-35 

500  20-11-35 

1300  16-9-36 

Amount 
outstanding  on 
31st  Mar.,  1938 

£13774  12  10 

£188  19  2 

£1934  16  5 

~£466  19  5 

East  Dean 

Water  Supply 

27784 

4-7-22 

£12337 

10 

11 

Township 

i  »  it 

1200 

13-7-27 

£360 

0 

0 

9  9 

Mousall  Barn 

Sewer 

280 

17-6-31 

£219 

6 

8 

9  y 

Sewer  at  Buckshaft 

Road 

128 

19-6-35 

£122 

15 

2 

9  9 

Water  Supply 

1740 

21-8-35 

£1466 

13 

4 

y  y  y  y 

180 

£165 

0 

0 

y  y 

Water  main  and  sewer 

at  St.  Whites  Road, 

Cinderford 

525 

25-9-35 

£503 

10 

9 

y  y 

Wigpool  Water 

Supply 

650 

18-12-35 

£607 

9 

8 

t  t 

Water  Supply 

610 

19-2-36 

£569 

6 

8 

i  » 

Sewerage  (Drybrook.etc.)  340C0 

19-8-36 

£33191 

13 

4 

Ruardean 

Sewerage  (Drybrook,  etc.)  3120  14-11-28 

£2184  0 

0 

Parish 

,,  ,,  580  17-12-30 

£444  13 

4 

50 

£47  19 

0 

Mitcheidean  Water  Supply, 

Parish  Abenhall  '  300  16-1-29  £210  0  0 


Sewerage 


7780  18-12-35  £7394  13  4 


Littledean 

Parish  Water  Supply  1540  18-12-35  £1439  13  4 

Sewerage  10182  18-12-35  £9644  17  4 


>  9 
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West  Dean  Rural  District  Council. 


Object  of 
Loan 


Amount. 

of 

Loan 


Amount 

Date  of  Loan  outstanding  on 

31st  Dec.,  1937 


Housing,  etc. 

Act  1923— Sub- 

£  s. 

.  d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Section  3  (a)  of  Section  2  ... 

1,200 

0 

0 

2 1st  July,  1924 

518 

4 

1 

ditto 

ditto 

1,463 

0 

0 

6th  Aug.,  1925 

746 

0 

4 

ditto 

ditto 

460 

0 

0 

2nd  Dec.,  1926 

2  63 

0 

n 

Z/ 

ditto 

ditto 

650 

0 

0 

5th  jan.,  1928 

403 

12 

0 

ditto 

ditto 

500 

0 

0 

25th  Mar.,  1929 

345 

3 

5 

ditto 

ditto 

276 

0 

0 

11th  Dec.,  1928 

184 

6 

0 

^4549 

0 

0 

£2460 

6 

0 

Erection  of  Working  Class 

Dwellings  —  Housing  1919 
Assisted  Scheme 

£4065 

0 

0 

/  6th  May,  1920 
\  21st  June,  1920 

}  £3,612 

12 

11 

ditto 

ditto  . 

40,000 

0 

0 

10th  Mav,  1921 

35,683 

2 

5 

ditto 

ditto  . 

60,000 

0 

0 

6th  Oct.,  1921 

57,240 

17 

9 

ditto 

ditto  . 

40,000 

0 

0 

14th  Aug.,  1922 

23,352 

10 

7 

ditto 

ditto  . 

10,000 

0 

0 

14th  April,  1923 

9,429 

17 

4 

ditto 

ditto  . 

800 

0 

0 

20th  Sept.,  1932 

654 

19 

6 

ditto 

ditto  . 

720 

0 

0 

20th  Sept.,  1932 

£25 

13 

8 

ditto 

ditto  . 

886 

0 

0 

14th  Sept.,  1920 

875 

8 

5 

ditto 

ditto  . 

871 

0 

0 

14th  Mar.,  1921 

861 

1 

9 

ditto 

ditto  . 

20000 

0 

0 

14th  Mar.,  1921 

19147 

14 

8 

ditto 

ditto 

17000 

0 

0 

31st  Oct.,  1921 

16174 

11 

4 

ditto 

ditto  . 

1500 

0 

0 

20th  Feb.  1923 

1410 

3 

8 

ditto 

ditto  . 

1350 

0 

0 

12th  Jan.,  1926 

1249 

13 

9 

^197,192 

0 

0 

£170,218 

7 

9 

Water  Supply  to  C-oleford 

Council  Houses 

•  •  •  •  • 

• 

615 

0 

0 

8th  Dec.,  1931 

502 

5 

0 

Water  Supply  &  Water  Works- 

English  Bicknor  /3,063 

Newland 

6  526 

39,791 

0 

0 

31st  Oct.,  1929 

Staunton 

707 

33,306 

19 

1 

West  Dean 

29,495 

English  Bicknor 

916  | 

Newland 

1,962 

11,859 

0 

0 

28th  Jan.,  1932 

Staunton 

175 

10,700 

10 

3 

West  Dean 

8,806  J 

English  Bicknor 

152  J 

Newland 

Staunton 

320  l 

33  r 

2,000 

0 

0 

31st  May,  1934 

1858 

19 

6 

West  Dean 

1,495  J 

Coleford 

,  t 

3141 

0 

0 

12th  Jan..  1932 

2834 

2 

9 

ditto 

•  . 

• 

383 

0 

0 

12th  June,  1934 

355 

10 

11 

ditto 

•  . 

• 

795J 

0 

0 

29th  Oct.,  1929 

6699 

14 

3 

Rural  District  . 

•  • 

• 

3750 

0 

0 

19th  Dec.,  1935 

3631 

6 

2 

ditto 

•  • 

• 

500 

0 

0 

18th  Aug.,  1936 

406 

2 

1 

/69,908  0  0 


,£69,295  19  0 
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West  Dean  Rural  District — continued. 


Object  of 

Loan 

High  Nash  Sewerage 

Amount 

of 

Loan 

550  0 

0 

Date  of  Loan 

1st  May.  1923 

Amount 
outstanding  on 
31st  Dec.,  1937 

284  3  4 

ditto 

268 

0 

0 

17th  Mar.,  1925 

180 

10 

8 

Coal  way  Road  Sewerage 

812 

0 

0 

30th  April,  1936 

786 

6 

0 

/1630 

0 

0 

£1251 

0 

0 

Erection  of  Dwellings  for 

Working  Classes — Housing 

1924—1936—  ... 

26,100 

0 

0 

23rd  Oct.,  1930 

25,361 

16 

5 

Purchase  of  Sites  ... 

450 

0 

0 

3rd  July,  1933 

448 

18 

4 

Erection  of  30  houses 

9100 

0 

0 

3rd  July,  1933 

8888 

8 

0 

Purchase  of  Sites  ... 

440 

0 

0 

1st  Feb. ,  1934 

435 

10 

10 

Erection  of  W’king  class  dwel.ings  20925 

0 

0 

1st  Feb.,  1934 

20492 

19 

4 

Erection  of  Working  Class 

Dwellings — Housing,  1924 — 25 — 

30  6000 

0 

0 

21st  Aug. ,  1926 

5757 

0 

1 

ditto 

6100 

0 

0 

2nd  July,  1927 

5882 

1 

7 

ditto 

1700 

0 

0 

29th  June,  1929 

1640 

16 

5 

ditto 

6700 

0 

0 

29th  June,  1929 

6521 

9 

5 

ditto 

6830 

0 

0 

14th  Oct.,  1930 

6676 

11 

7 

ditto 

1766 

0 

0 

14th  Sept. ,  1933 

1731 

1 

9 

ditto 

1020 

0 

0 

29th  Jan.,  1935 

1004 

2 

8 

ditto 

1255 

0 

0 

29th  Jan.,  1935 

1135 

17 

0 

ditto 

1648 

0 

0 

19th  Dec.,  1935 

1569 

11 

4 

ditto 

10900 

0 

0 

24th  Sept.,  1936 

10839 

13 

3 

Housing  Act,  1925,  Sec.  92 

70 

0 

0 

29th  Jan.,  1935 

54 

7 

8 

ditto 

100 

0 

0 

19th  Dec.,  1935 

86 

16 

8 

ditto 

3000 

0 

0 

1 8th  Aug. ,  1936 

2890 

0 

4 

^104104 

0 

0 

^101417 

2 

8 

Housing  Act,  1936,  Sec.  91 

115 

0 

0 

28th  Jan.,  1937 

107 

11 

9 

ditto 

280 

0 

0 

ditto 

274 

18 

2 

Housing  Act,  1936 

2179 

0 

0 

30th  April,  1937 

2139 

18 

0 

Housing  Rural  Workers 

175 

0 

0 

ditto 

171 

17 

3 

/2749 

0 

0 

£2694 

5 

2 

Purchase  of  Refuse  Collection 

Vehicle 

351 

0 

0 

30th  April,  1936 

251 

2 

7 

ditto  • • •  •  •  • 

370 

0 

0 

30th  Sept.,  1937 

370 

0 

0 

Ambulance  ... 

480 

0 

0 

28th  Jan.,  1937 

459 

7 

5 

Public  Offices  etc. 

500 

0 

0 

30th  April  1937 

491 

0 

6 

ditto 

700 

0 

0 

30th  Sept. ,  1937 

700 

0 

0 

£24)1 

0 

0 

^2271 

10 

6 
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West  Dean  Rural  District — continued. 


Amount  of 

Object  of  Loan  Sum  Borrowed  Date  of  Loan  Loan  Outstanding 

31st  Dec.,  1937 

Advances  under  the  Small 


Dwellings  Acquisition  Acts, 


599  to  1923 

880 

0 

0 

30th  March,  1933 

695 

10 

0 

ditto 

ditto 

290 

0 

0 

3rd  July,  1933 

233 

4 

8 

ditto 

ditto 

1086 

0 

0 

1st  Feb. ,  1934 

872 

18 

10 

ditto 

ditto 

1250 

0 

0 

27th  Sept. ,  1934 

1104 

15 

9 

ditto 

ditto 

760 

0 

0 

29th  Jan.,  1935 

676 

17 

1 

ditto 

ditto 

1875 

0 

0 

28th  Nov.,  1935 

1716 

17 

1 

ditto 

ditto 

330 

0 

0 

19th  Dec.,  1935 

311 

9 

8 

ditto 

ditto 

1060 

0 

0 

30th  April,  1936 

985 

0 

4 

ditto 

ditto 

1785 

0 

0 

18th  Aug.,  1936 

1715 

6 

3 

ditto 

ditto 

3053 

0 

0 

30th  Sept.,  1934 

3053 

0 

0 

£12369 

0 

0 

£1 1365 

2 

8 

Lydney  Rural  District  Council 


Object  of 

Sum 

Date  of 

Amount  outstanding 

Loan 

borrowed 

Loan 

on  31st  Mar.,  1938 

Sewerage  Works  ... 

/2074  ... 

1921 

£919 

0 

0 

Waterworks 

6574  ... 

1910,  1925,  1926, 

2386 

12 

11 

(Lydney  &  Woolaston) 
Motor  Fire  Engine  765  ... 

1928, 1935 

1933 

420 

15 

0 

Housing  (1919  Act) 

38025 

1920,  1921,  1922, 

27190 

15 

10 

„  (1923  Act) 

8498 

1923 

1924,  1926 

8034 

9 

8 

Subsidies  for  Private 
enterprise 

7475 

1925,  1926, 

4267 

19 

5 

Housing  (1924  Act) 

81267 

1097  iq9Q  1 Q  90 

1926,1927,1928,1930,  77776 

18 

4 

(1930  Act) 

12894 

1931  1932,  1933 
1935,  1936,  1937 

12582 

17 

5 

£157572 

£133579 

8 

7 

RAINFALL  FOR  THE  FOREST  STATIONS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1937 
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34-18 
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Lodge 
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33-19 

Blakenev 

Hill 

Lodge 

00HM0OC0MH05O00O 

NX^CO!D05©iO^OTtH 
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32-88 

Mailscot 
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March 

April 

May 
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July  .  . 

August  .  . 
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October  .  . 
November 
December 

Total  .  . 
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EAST  DEAN  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Composition  of  District :  The  Township  of  East  Dean,  com¬ 
prising  the  Blakeney  Hill,  Cinderford,  Drybrook,  Plump, 
Pope's  Hill  and  Ruspidge  Wards  ;  and  the  Civil 
Parishes  of  Awre,  Blaisdon,  Churcham,  Huntley,  Little- 
dean,  Longhope,  Mitcheldean,  and  Ruardean  (part  of). 

1.  — General  Statistics — Area  (acres),  30,476  (approx.) 

Population  (Census  1931),  19,915. 

1937  estimated  at  (mid-year)  19,556. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (Census  1931)  4,889. 

„  „  „  (end  of  1937)  5,056. 

Rateable  Value,  £51,145. 

Estimated  product  of  a  penny  rate  :  for  East  Dean 
with  outlying  Parishes,  £193  Os.  Od. 

2.  — Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year — 

Total  Male  Female 

Live  f  Legitimate  305...  143...  162  )  Birth  Rate  per  1000  of 

Births \ Illegitimate  8...  4...  ^  i  popuiationted  ^l^Ol 

Still  /Legitimate  12...  9...  3  )  Rate  per  1000  (live 

Births/ Illegitimate  0...  0...  0  j  and  births ...  40 .3 

Deaths  .  274. ..149. ..125  Death  Rate  14*2 

Deaths  from  (  No.  29  Puerperal  sepsis  ...  0 

Puerperal  Causes  (  No.  30  Other  Puerperal  causes  0 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age— 

All  infants  per  1000  live  births  ...  57.5 

Legitimate  per  1000  Legitimate  births  62.5 

Illegitimate  per  1000  Illegitimate  births  .3 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  32 

,,  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  0 

,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  1 

„  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  ...  2 


27 


3. — Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  Year — 


Total  Cases  Cases  admitted  Total 
Disease  Notified  to  Hospital  Deaths 


Scarlet  Fever 

•  • 

40 

32 

0 

Diphtheria 

•  • 

25 

11 

•  •  • 

0 

Typhoid-Paratyphoid) 

•  • 

0 

0 

•  •  • 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

•  • 

3 

1 

•  •  ■ 

0 

Puerperal  Fever 

•  « 

1 

0 

•  •  • 

0 

Pneumonia  (Primary) 

•  . 

12 

2 

... 

2 

Other  diseases  generally  notifiable 

! 

Enceph.  Lethargica 

•  • 

0 

0 

•  •  • 

0 

Other  diseases  notifiable  locally  : 

Erysipelas 

•  • 

3 

1 

•  •  • 

0 

Acute  Anterior  Polio-myelitis 

0 

0 

. . . 

0 

Tuberculosis  : — 

r  m 

9 

...M 

1 

(a)  Pulmonary  .  .  -< 

F 

14 

•  •  • 

...F 

2 

Total 

L 

23 

•  • « 

•  •  • 

3 

! 

rM 

31 

...M 

1 

( b )  Non-Pulmonary .  .  -< 

F 

12 

•  •  • 

...F 

2 

Total 

43 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3 

Vis 

ion 

Notified. 

Unimpaired 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

3 

•  •  • 

3 

4. — Sickness  during  Year — 

Nothing  Special. 


5. — Hospitals  and  other  Institutions  available  for  the 
District  : 


(a)  Hospitals  provided  or  subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  by  the  County  Council : 


Vide  West  Gloucestershire  United  Districts,  page  9. 


( b )  Ambulance 
Facilities  : 


( a )  for  infectious  cases.  Two  Motors,  one 
for  Smallpox. 

)  (b)  for  non-infectious  and  accident  cases. 
(_  One. 


6. — Adoptive  Acts  in  Force  in  the  District. 

The  Rural  District  Council  of  East  Dean 

Statutory  Rules  and  Orders,  1931,  No.  580. 

The  Rural  District  Council’s  (Urban  Powers)  Order,  1931 
(came  into  operation  1st  September,  1931) 
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The  new  powers  briefly  (as  to  entire  district)  are  as  follows:— 

The  Public  Health  Act,  1875 — 

Sections  20,  26,  39,  42,  44,  45,  157,  158,  164,  165,  172, 
*197,  f  160. 

*  Already  in  force  in  R.D.  by  an  Order  dated  4tli  Oct.,  1929. 
t  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  May,  1925. 

The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890 — 
Sections  20  (1),  40,  42,  43,  44  &  45,  46  ;  and  the 
following  in  force  by  an  Order  dated  May,  1925 — - 
Sections  23,  24,  26,  27,  34,  35,  38  and  39. 

The  Rural  District  Council  of  East  Dean 

As  to  the  Parish  of  Ruardean— 

Order  dated  29th  May,  1929 — 

Determining  Special  Expenses. 

Public  Health  Act,  1875 — 

Removal  of  House  Refuse. 

East  Dean  Rural  (Urban  Powers)  Order,  1929. 

Dated  4th  Oct.,  1929 — 

(Date  of  operation,  28th  October,  1929) 

As  to  the  entire  District.  (Previously  in  force) 

Public  Health  Act,  1875 — 

Section  197.  Power  to  provide  Offices. 

East  Dean  Rural  (Public  Health)  Order,  1930. 
Dated  2nd  December,  1930. 

As  to  the  entire  District. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907 — 

Section  50.  Provision  of  an  Ambulance. 

The  East  Dean  Rural  District  Urban  Powers  Order, 

1925. 

(This  Order  came  into  operation  1st  June,  1925). 

Epitome  of  the  Urban  Powers  granted  by  the  Orders. 

As  to  the  whole  of  the  District  and  United  Parishes. 
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The  Public  Health  Act,  1875 — 

Sections  149  and  (previously  in  force),  160. 

Towns  Improvements  Clauses  Act,  1847 — 

Sections  64  to  83  inclusive. 

Public  Health  Acts,  1875 — 

Section  171.  Incorporating  Sections  21,  28,  29,  30 
and  31  of  the  Town  Police  Clauses  Act,  1847. 

Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890. 

Sections  13,  14,  15,  16,  17,  21,  22,  25,  28,  32,  33,  36, 
37,  47,  48,  49,  Part  4. 

Order  dated  10th  July,  1936.  No.  86,676. 

Investing  Rural  District  Council  with  Urban  Powers. 
Declaring  Special  Expenses. 

Date  of  operation,  27th  July,  1936. 

In  the  contributory  places  of  Abenhall,  Churcham,  East 
Dean,  Huntley,  Littledean,  Longhope,  Mitcheldean, 
and  Ruardean. 

(a)  The  Town  Police  Clauses  Act,  1847. 

(b)  The  Town  Police  Clauses  Act,  1889. 

(c)  Public  Health  Act,  1875 — 

Section  171. 

In  the  contributory  Places  of  East  Dean  and  Mitcheldean. 
Public  Health  Act,  1875 — 

Sections  *42,  *44,  *157. 

As  to  the  Contributory  Place  of  East  Dean. 

The  Public  Health  Act,  1875 — 

Sections  *39,  150,  151,  *165. 

The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890 — 
Sections  *20,  41  and  *43. 

In  the  contributory  place  of  Ruardean. 

Public  Health  Act,  1875. 

Section  *172. 

Note. — This  section  applies  to  that  portion  of  the  River 
Wye  which  is  in  the  parish  of  Ruardean. 

’"Subsequently  applied  to  the  entire  Rural  District  by 
“  The  Rural  District  Councils  (Urban  Powers)  Order  1931.” 
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East  Dean  Rural  (Urban  Powers)  Order,  1936. 
Public  Health  Act,  1875.  Lighting  streets,  etc. 
Section  161  (first  paragraph). 

East  Dean  Rural  (Urban  Powers)  Order,  1937. 

Public  Health  Act,  1875.  Section  161  (first  paragraph) 
Lighting  streets,  etc.  Littledean  Parish. 

East  Dean  Rural  (Urban  Powers)  Order,  1937. 
Public  Health  Act,  1875.  Section  45. 

Declaring  special  expenses.  Removal  of  house  refuse. 
Ruardean  Parish. 


C.  T.  DARWENT,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.,  D.P.H. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES  in  the  Rural  District  of  East  Dean,  1937. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  in  East  Dean  Rural  District,  1937. 
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EAST  DEAN  RURAL  DISTRICT 
Tuberculosis — New  Cases  and  Mortality  During  1937. 


Age  Periods 

» 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non-pulm’ary 

Pulmonary 

Non-pulm’ary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0 . 
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0 

0 

0 

0 
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0 

1 

1 . 
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0 
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0 
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0 

5 . 

0 

0 

7 
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0 
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0 

10 . 

2 

3 

10 

8 
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0 

0 

15 . 

1 

0 

6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

20 . 

4 

3 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

25 . 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

35 . 

0 

3 

2 

2 

0 

1 

1 

1 

45 . 

2 

1 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

55 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

65  and  upwards 
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2 

0 
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0 

0 

Totals 

9 

14 

31 

12 

1 

2 

1 

2 
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SURVEYOR’S  ANNUAL  REPORT,  1937. 

The  yield  at  the  springs  at  the  Greenbottom  Water 
Works  has  maintained  a  good  and  continuous  supply  of  water 
in  the  Township  of  East  Dean,  the  Parishes  of  Littledean, 
Mitcheldean  (the  Abenhall  area),  Ruardean,  and  the  Joys 
Green  area  of  West  Dean. 

31  houses  in  the  Township  of  East  Dean  have  been 
connected  to  the  water  mains  during  the  year,  bringing  the 
total  number  of  houses  connected  to  the  mains  supplied  from 
the  East  Dean  Water  Works  to  3,432,  and  the  number  supplied 
by  meter  for  trade  purposes  is  now  57.  The  average  quantity 
of  water  pumped  daily  during  the  year  being  255,257  gallons. 

2,253,000  gallons  of  water  have  been  supplied  to  West 
Dean  during  the  year,  2,063,000  gallons  to  Littledean  Parish, 
124,500  gallons  to  the  Abenhall  area  of  the  Mitcheldean  Parish, 
and  2,371,000  gallons  to  Ruardean  Parish.  The  above  Districts 
having  taken  their  supplies  by  meter. 

The  new  well  has  not  yet  been  used,  but  the  erection  of  the 
new  pump  house  and  the  provision  of  a  deep  well  pump  should 
be  completed  by  the  Summer  of  1938.  It  is  very  satisfactory 
to  note  that  the  two  new  pumps  replacing  the  steam  stand-by 
pumping  plant  have  been  used,  and  have  proved  to  be  more 
economical  in  the  consumption  of  current  than  the  lower  power 
pumps  originally  installed. 

The  West  Gloucestershire  Power  Company  Ltd.  have 
supplied  the  electric  current  at  the  Pumping  Station  during 
the  whole  of  the  year  without  inconvenience  or  delay. 

20  yards  of  3r/  Cast  Iron  Main  and  8  yards  of  i"  Wrot. 
iron  branch  main  have  been  laid  in  East  Dean  for  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  Cinderford  Woodside  Estate,  and  250  yards  of 
branch  main  have  been  laid  in  the  Parish  of  Ruardean. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

30  new  houses  have  been  connected  to  the  Council’s 
sewers  in  the  Cinderford  and  Ruspidge  Wards  of  East  Dean, 
and  the  extension  of  the  sewage  system  to  the  Steam  Mills, 
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Nailbridge  and  Drybrook  Districts  is  well  on  the  way  to 
completion,  including  the  reconstruction  of  the  Sewage 
Purification  Works  at  Soudley  to  deal  with  the  added  Districts. 

The  new  sewers  and  Purification  Works  in  the  Parishes 
of  Littledean  and  Mitcheldean  are  working  satisfactorily,  and 
all  the  existing  drains  previously  connected  to  surface  water 
drains  in  these  Parishes  have  been  picked  up  and  connected  to 
the  new  sewers. 

133  yards  of  9"  sewer  have  been  laid  in  the  Parish  of  Ruar- 
dean  to  supersede  the  old  culvert  drain  previously  used. 

HOUSING. 

The  Council  have  continued  in  their  efforts  to  improve  the 
housing  in  their  Area  by  making  all  possible  use  of  the  benefits 
obtainable  under  the  Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Act  1926-31, 
and  it  is  hoped  the  period  of  operations  may  be  extended. 

22  houses  have  been  improved  and  reconstructed  during 
the  year,  and  9  houses  have  been  commenced  but  not  com¬ 
pleted  under  this  Act. 

During  the  year  private  owners  have  provided  houses 
spread  over  the  District  as  follows  : — 

Commenced  in  1936  and  completed  in  1937. 

East  Dean  ...  ...  11  new  houses. 

Huntley  Parish  ...  ...  1  Alteration  and  Addition. 

Plans  deposited  in  1937  are  as  follows  : — 

East  Dean  27  new  houses  completed. 

3  new  houses,  commenced  but  not 
completed. 

5  houses  (alterations  and  additions) 
commenced  but  not  completed. 

11  proposals  have  not  yet  been 
commenced. 

Plans  were  approved  on  1  new  Petrol 
Pump,  3  new  Garages,  and  1  Social 
Service  Manual  Hut,  all  of  which  have 
been  erected. 
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Awre  Parish  1  new  house  proposed,  but  not  com¬ 

menced. 

Blaisdon  Parish  2  new  houses,  completed. 

Churcham  and  Hunt- 

ley  Parishes  3  new  houses  completed. 

2  alterations  and  additions  to  existing 
houses,  completed. 

Littledean  Parish  1  alterations  and  additions  to  existing 

house,  completed. 

Longhope  Parish  4  new  houses,  completed. 

1  new  house,  commenced  but  not 
completed. 

1  new  garage,  completed. 

Mitcheldean  Parish  1  new  house,  completed. 

1  alterations  and  additions  to  existing 
house,  completed. 

The  East  Dean  Rural  District  is  now  controlled  by  the 
Town  and  Country  Planning  Act  (Interim  Development  Peri¬ 
od),  and  all  plans  deposited  and  are  inspected  and  recom¬ 
mendations  made  thereon  by  the  Town  Planning  Committee’s 
Surveyor  before  being  approved  by  the  Council.  The  Parishes 
of  Huntley  and  Churcham  do  not  come  under  this  control. 

H.  W.  Woolford 

Surveyor,  Water  Engineer  and  Architect. 
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CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT,  1937. 

EAST  DEAN. 

New  Sewers  at  Littledean  and  Mitcheldean. 

39  connections  involving  66  houses  have  been  made  by  the 
Council  to  the  new  sewer  laid  in  Littledean,  and  65  connections 
to  the  new  sewer  laid  in  Mitcheldean.  The  work  of  conn¬ 
ecting  at  Mitcheldean  is  still  in  progress. 

Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Act. 

The  work  under  the  above  Act  is  progressing  favourably. 
The  ideal  aimed  at  is  to  bring  the  houses  up  to  a  modern 
standard. 

51  applications  were  received  during  the  year. 

33  grants  amounting  to  £3,241  were  made. 

The  reconstruction  work  was  finished  for  19  houses  and 
the  work  was  in  progress  for  14. 

Overcrowding. 

134  certificates  for  the  permitted  number  were  issued 
for  516  houses. 

97  houses  were  measured  for  the  permitted  number. 

476  visits  were  made  as  to  entry  of  the  permitted  number 
in  the  rent  books. 

•  Meat. 

Approximately  900  cattle,  2,000  sheep,  and  800  pigs, 
are  killed  in  the  district  annually,  and  75%  of  the  cattle  and 
50%  of  the  sheep  and  pigs  are  examined. 

Notifications  received  from  cottagers  are,  204  pigs,  32 
sheep  and  lambs.  Approximately  25%  of  these  were  inspected. 
Freedom  from  disease  was  a  striking  feature  of  the  cottagers’ 
animals. 
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The  following  quantities  of  meat  were  destroyed  during 
the  year  : — 


Beef  T.B. 

3,300 

lbs. 

,,  Non  T.B. 

473 

lbs. 

Pork  T.B. 

160 

lbs. 

Mutton  Non  T.B.  ... 

120 

lbs. 

Offal  T.B. 

1,548 

lbs. 

„  Non  T.B. 

936 

lbs. 

Total 

6,537 

lbs. 

A.  W.  COLLINSON. 
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Report  of  Mr.  A.  W.  Cgllinson,  Sanitary  Inspector. 

(1)  Water  Supply  : 

(a)  Is  there  deficiency  in  any  part,  and,  if  so,  what 
part  or  parts  ?  No. 

(h)  Kas  there  been  any  change  in  the  existing  sources 
of  supply  ?  None. 

(c)  Has  any  application  for  a  Loan  been  made  ?  No, 

(d)  Number  of  new  connections  with  public  supply . .  203 

(e)  Number  of  wells  sunk,  or  improved  sources  of 

supply  provided  ? 

(f)  Number  of  wells  closed  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  0 

(g)  Samples  taken  for  examination  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

(2)  Sewerage  and  Drainage  : 

(a)  In  what  parishes,  if  any,  is  there  need  for- — 

(1)  A  sewerage  system  ?  Ruardean. 

(2)  Improvements  in  existing  sewerage  ? 

Extensions  :  Littledean  and  Mitcheldean. 

(3)  Improvements  in  sewage  disposal  ? 

Reconstruction  of  the  outfall  works  at 
Soudleyfor  the  Township  of  East  Dean. 

(. b )  Has  any  application  for  a  Loan  been  made  ?  No. 

(e)  Number  of  houses  in  each  parish  newly  con¬ 
nected  with  sewers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  104 

(d)  W.C.'s  newly  supplied  with  flushing  cisterns  .  .  0 

(e)  Number  of  earth  closets,  pail  closets,  or  improved 

privies  constructed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  18 

(/)  Number  of  notices  served  to  empty  "  Privy 

Vaults  " .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0 

(g)  Number  of  privy  vaults  abolished  .  .  . .  5 

(3)  Refuse  Disposal  : 

(a)  In  what  parishes  have  arrangements  been  made 

for  the  removal  or  disposal  of  house  refuse  ? 

The  greater  part  of  East  Dean  Township, 
the  Parishes  of  Ruardean  and  Littledean. 

( b )  What  changes  in  the  collection  or  disposal  were 

made  during  1937  ? 

Extended  the  collection  of  the  East  Dean 
Township  to  Ruardean  Hill  and  Blakeney 
Hill  Ward  and  started  collection  in  Littledean 
Parish. 

<±)  Numbers  Inspected  of  each  of  the  Following  : 

No.  on  No.  Total  No.  of 

Register  Inspected  Inspections 


(a)  Common  Lodging  Houses 

1 

1  .  . 

2 

(6)  Slaughter  Houses 

17 

17  .  . 

540 

(c)  Bakehouses 

15 

11  .  . 

12 

(d)  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  Milkshops— 
Producers 

Retailers 

o 

r-H 

i 

49  .  . 

45 

(e)  Canal  Boats 

0 

0  .  . 

0 

(/)  Workshops 

21 

12  .  . 

12 

(g)  Residences  of  out-workers 

0 

0  .  . 

0 
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(5)  Smoke  Abatement. 

Particulars  of  action  taken  ?  Nil. 

(6)  Swimming  Pools  and  Baths. 

Particulars  of  Pools  and  Baths  in  area  and  action  taken 
to  ensure  satisfactory  condition  of  water  ? 

1  Pool  at  Longhope  finished  in  August  ,  1936 


(7)  General: 

(a)  Complaints  received  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  21 

( b )  Nuisances  reported  to  District  Council 

(1)  Total  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  13 

(2)  Swine  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  1 

( c )  Total  number  of  nuisances  abated  .  .  .  .  . .  26 

(d)  Number  of  preliminary  notices  served  . .  . .  1 

( e )  Statutory  notices  served 

(/)  Number  of  summonses  taken  out 

(g)  Number  of  convictions 

(h)  Number  of  houses  disinfected..  ..  ..  ..  62 


(i)  Methods  of  disinfection  used  :  Formaldehyde  Gas. 

(8)  Housing. 

1.  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year: — 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately 

under  (b)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0 

(. b )  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  .  .  .  .  0 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  .  .  0 

(c)  Proposed  under  Housing  Acts  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

2.  Inspection. 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  P.H.  or  Housing  Acts)  299 
Number  of  inspections  made  .  .  .  .  .  .  337 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  included  under  sub¬ 

head  (1)  above  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  (Consolidated) 
Regulations,  1925  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  281 

Number  of  inspections  made  ...  .  .  .  .  319 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 
be  unfit  for  human  habitation  .  .  .  .  81 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  65 

3.  Remedy  of  defects  without  Service  of  formal 

Notices.  Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses 
rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
local  Authority  of  their  Officers  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

4.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  .  .  3 


C  O  05  to 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  rvere  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  By  Owners  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

(b)  By  local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  0 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  .  .  .  .  .  .  0 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling- 
houses  having  been  rendered  fit  .  .  .  .  0 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  wrere  made  .  .  .  .  1 

(6)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 

suance  of  Demolition  Orders  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

5.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Overcrowding. 

(a)  1.  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  92 

2.  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  .  .  92 

3.  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  .  .  630 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year 

(c)  1.  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 

2.  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  57 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  steps 
taken  for  abatement 

1  dwelling-house  for  which  a  licence  was  granted 
by  the  Council  on  account  of  illness. 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  over¬ 

crowding  conditions  upon  which  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  may  consider  it  desirable 
to  report 

(/)  General  comments  and  remarks  on  the  Sanitary 
Conditions  and  requirements  of  the  District 


A.  W.  Colli nson, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Year  1937 


FOR  THE 

RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  EAST  DEAN. 

{Form  572.  Nov.,  1029). 

On  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  in 
connection  with  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


1. — Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

(Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of 

Nuisances). 

No.  of  No.  of  No  of 

Premises  Inspec-  Written  Prose* 

tions.  Notices  cutions 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries)  .  .  1  .  .  0  .  .  0 

Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries)  11  .  .  0  .  .  0 

Workplaces  (other  than  Outworkers’premises)  0  ..  0  ..  0 


Total  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12  0  . .  0 


2. — Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : — * 

No.  of  Defects 

Referred 

Found  Remedied  to  H.M. 


Particulars 

Want  of  cleanliness 

0  . 

.  0 

Inspector 

.  .  0  . 

Want  of  ventilation 

9  # 

0 

.  0 

.  .  0  . 

Overcrowding 

* 

0  . 

.  0 

.  .  0  . 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

.  • 

0  . 

.  0 

.  .  0  . 

Other  nuisances 

0  . 

.  0 

.  .  0  . 

Sanitary  accommodation  : — 
Insufficient 

0  . 

.  0 

.  .  0  . 

Unsuitable  or  defective 

0  . 

.  0 

.  .  0  . 

Not  separate  for  sexes 

•  * 

0  . 

.  0 

.  .  0  . 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshops 

Acts 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground 
bakehouse  (s.  101) 

0  . 

.  0 

.  .  0  . 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to  out¬ 
work  and  offences  under  the 
Sections  mentioned  in  the  Sched¬ 
ule  to  the  Ministry  of  Health 
(Factories  and  Workshops  Trans¬ 
fer  of  Powers)  Order,  1921). 

No.  of 
Prose¬ 
cutions 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 

0 

0 


0 


Total 


0  .  .  0  .  .  0  .  .  0 


‘Including  those  specified  in  sections  2,  3,  7  and  8  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
Act,  1901,  as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 


Outwork  in  Unwholesome  Premises,  Section  108. — None  in  District. 
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WEST  DEAN  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Composition  of  District  :  Bream,  Broadwell,  Coleford, 
Clearwell,  Lydbrook,  and  Pillowell  Wards  ;  the  Parishes 
of  English  Bicknor,  Newland,  Staunton,  West  Dean, 
Joy’s  Green  (part  of),  and  Ruardean  (part  of). 

1. — General  Statistics — Area  (Acres)  23,554. 

Population  (Census  1931),  14,260  ; 

1937,  estimated  (mid-year)  17,510 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  (Census  1931),  3,435. 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1937),  4,857. 
Rateable  Value,  £42,763. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate,  £150  3  5. 

2. — Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year — 

Total  Male  Female 

Live  f  Legitimate  266...  145...  121  )  Birth  Rate  per  1000  of 

Births  \ Illegitimate  11...  4...  7  /  *£<■ resi^n| 

Still  /Legitimate  14...  8...  6  |  Rate  per  1000  (live 

Births /Illegitimate  1...  0...  i  j  and  still)  births ...  51.3 

Deaths  .  238...  138...  100  Death  Rate  13'6 

N.B. — Birth  and  Death  Returns  for  1st  Quarter  unobtainable. 

Deaths  from  j  No.  29  Puerperal  sepsis  ...  2 

Puerperal  Causes  (  No.  30  Other  Puerperal  causes  0 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age- — - 

All  infants  per  1000  live  births  ...  54.1 

Legitimate  per  1000  Legitimate  births  56.3 

Illegitimate  per  1000  Illegitimate  births  0 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  22 

,,  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  0 

,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  0 

,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  ...  2 
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3.  -Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  Year- 


Disease 


Total  Cases  Cases  admitted  Total 

Notified  to  Hospital  Deaths 


Scarlet  Fever 

42 

•  •  • 

30 

0 

Diphtheria 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

0 

Typhoid-Paratyphoid)  ... 

0 

•  «  • 

0 

•  •  • 

0 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

.  .  . 

1 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

3 

0 

• '  • 

0 

Pneumonia  (Primary) 

Other  diseases  generally  notifiable 

43 

5 

... 

3 

Enceph.  Lethargica 

0 

•  •  • 

0 

•  •  • 

0 

Other  diseases  notifiable  locally 

0 

•  •  • 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

9 

•  .  • 

0 

•  • . 

0 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Tuberculosis  : — 

Nil. 

|  M 

(a)  Pulmonary  ...  iF 

10 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

...M 

4 

9 

•  .  • 

•  •  • 

...F 

2 

Total  ( 

19 

.  .  . 

•  • . 

•  •  • 

6 

( M 

10 

... 

...M 

1 

( b )  Non-Pulmonary  ...  F 

6 

•  •  • 

,  ,  , 

...F 

1 

Total  ( 

16 

... 

... 

2 

4. — Sickness  during  Year — 
Nothing  Special. 


5. — Hospitals. 

Hospitals  and  other  Institutions  available  for  the  District  : 

(a)  Hospitals  provided  or  subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  by  the  County  Council  : 

Vide  West  Gloucestershire  United  Districts,  page  9. 

(b)  Ambulance  Facilities  : 

(a)  For  infectious  cases.  Ambulance  of  East  Dean  and 
United  District  Joint  Hospital  Board. 

(4)  For  non-infectious  and  accident  cases.  Ambulance 
purchased  by  the  West  Dean  Rural  District  Council 
pursuant  to  an  Order  of  the  Minister  of  Health, 
dated  18/3/32. 


6. — Adoptive  Acts  in  Force  in  the  District. 

Adopted. 

Model  Building  Bye-laws,  1907... 

Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act  1890. . .  ...  1891 

Part  3  Public  Health  Amended  1890  ...  ...  1898 


46 


The  Small  Dwellings  Acquisition  Acts,  1899 — 1833 

1st  April,  1933 

The  West  Dean  Rural  (Urban  .Powers)  Order, 

1933,  dated  7/10/33.  Section  161,  Public 
Health  Act,  1875.  Lighting  of  Streets.  22rd  Oct.,  1933 

The  West  Dean  Rural  (Urban  Powers)  Order  1934 
dated  12/1/34 — Section  160  Public  Health  Act,  1875, 
incorporating  the  applicable  provisions  of  the  Towns 
Improvement  Clauses  Act,  1847 — Numbering  of 
Houses — and  Sections  17,  18  and  19  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1925 — Naming  of  Streets. 

Section  I — The  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

12th  March,  1934 

Amendment  of  Bye-laws  with  respect  to  New  Build¬ 
ings  and  certain  matters  in  connection  with  Buildings 
effected  by  the  Council  on  the  31st  day  of  May,  1934 
and  approved  by  the  Minister  of  Health  on  the  9th 
day  of  August,  1934. 

Bye-laws  with  respect  to  Slaughter-houses  adopted 
by  the  Council  on  the  31st  day  of  May,  1934  and 
approved  by  the  Minister  of  Health  on  the  9th  day 
of  August,  1935. 

Shops  Act  ...  ...  Adopted  1934 

Public  Health  Staff— 

(1)  M.O.H.,  C.  T.  Darwent,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.,  D.P.H. 

(2)  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  S.  B.  J.  Davies,  A.R.  San.  I., 

M.S.I.A. 

(3)  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  G.  J.  Watts, 

C.R.S.I.,  etc. 

C.  T.  Darwent, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


MORTALITY  AT  ALL  AGES,  1937— WEST  DEAN  R.D. 
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Illegitimate  Mortality  ...  Nil. 


IOUS  DISEASES  IN  WEST  DEAN  R.D.  IN  1937. 
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DISEASES. 

Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria  ... 
Pneumonia 
Erysipelas  ... 
Puerperal  Pyrexi 
Puerperal  Fever 

Totals 
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Tuberculosis— WEST  DEAN  RURAL  DISTRICT. 
New  Cases  and  Mortality  During  1937. 


New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age  Periods. 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M  F 

0  . 

0... 

0... 

1... 

0... 

0... 

0... 

0...  0... 

1  . 

0... 

0... 

1... 

1... 

0... 

0... 

0...  0... 

5  . 

0... 

0... 

1... 

2... 

0... 

0... 

0...  0... 

10  . 

0... 

0... 

3... 

2... 

0... 

0... 

0...  0... 

15  . 

0... 

1... 

0... 

0... 

0... 

0... 

0...  0... 

20  . 

1... 

0... 

1... 

1... 

0... 

0... 

0...  0... 

25  . 

1... 

1... 

1... 

0... 

0... 

0... 

0...  0... 

35  . 

4... 

1... 

0... 

0... 

1... 

1... 

1...  1... 

45  . 

2... 

2... 

1... 

0... 

2... 

1... 

0...  0... 
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0... 

2... 

0... 

0... 

0... 

0... 

0...  0... 

65  and  upwards  . . . 

2... 

2... 

1... 

0... 

1... 

0... 

0...  0... 

Totals 

10... 

9... 

10... 

6. . . 

4 

2... 

1...  1... 
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(1)  Water  Supply  : 

(a)  Is  there  deficiency  in  any  part,  and,  if  so,  what  part 

or  parts  ? 

(b)  Has  there  been  any  change  in  the  existing  sources  of 

supply  ?  Extensions  at  Church  Walk,  Lydbrook, 

Church  Walk.  Parkend,  and  Bowson 


Road,  Bream. 

(c)  Has  any  application  for  a  Loan  been  made  ?  No. 

(d)  Number  of  new  connections  with  public  supply  ...  203 

(e)  Number  of  wells  sunk,  or  improved  sources  of  supply 

provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(/)  Number  of  wells  closed  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(g)  Number  of  samples  taken  for  examination  ...  2 


(2)  Sewerage  and  Drainage  : 

<«)  Particulars  of  contemplated  works — 

Council  at  present  considering  the  provision  of  an 
adequate  and  modern  system  of  sewerage  and  sewage 
disposal  for  Coleford  and  District. 

In  what  parishes,  if  any,  is  there  need  for — 

(1)  A  sewerage  system  ? 

All  Parishes  except  Coleford  where  parts 
already  sewered  require  improving. 

(2)  Improvements  in  existing  sewerage?  In  all  parishes. 

(3)  Improvements  in  sewage  disposal  ? 

(6)  Has  any  application  for  a  Loan  been  made  ?  No. 

(c)  Number  of  houses  in  each  parish  newly  connected 

with  sewers 

( d )  Number  of  W.C.’s  newly  supplied  with  flushing 

cisterns 

(e)  Number  of  earth  closets,  pail  closets,  or  improved 

privies  constructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

(/)  Number  of  replacements  of  earth  closets  by  W.C’s.  40 

(3)  Refuse  Disposal  : 

(a)  In  what  parishes  have  arrangements  been  made  for 

the  removal  or  disposal  of  house  refuse  ?  The 
whole  of  the  West  Dean  Rural  District. 

( b )  What  changes  in  the  collection  or  disposal  were  made 

during  1937  ?  None. 

During  the  year  ended  31/12/36,  the  number  of 
loads  of  refuse  removed  by  the  Council  lorry  was 
1881  loads  =  3474  tons 

(twice  weekly  collection  in  part  of  District). 

(4)  Numbers  Inspected  of  each  of  the  Following  : 


(a)  Common  Lodging  Houses 

No.  on 
Register 

1 

No.  Total  No 

Inspected  Inspectif 

0  ...  0 

( b )  Slaughter  Houses 

20  ... 

20 

...  579 

(c)  Bakehouses 

20 

8 

17 

(d)  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  Milkshops 

94  ... 

50 

...  183 

( e )  Canal  Boats 

0 

0 

0 

(/)  Workshops 

37  ... 

5 

16 

(g)  Residences  of  out-workers 

0 

0 

0 
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(5)  Smoke  Abatement. 

Particulars  of  action  taken  ?  Nil. 

(6)  Swimming  Pools  and  Baths. 

Particulars  of  Pools  and  Baths  in  area  and  action  taken 
to  ensure  satisfactory  condition  of  water  ?  Nil. 

(7)  General  : 

(a)  Number  of  complaints  received 

(b)  Number  of  nuisances  reported  to  District  Council  — 

(1)  Total  ... 

(2)  Swine 

( c )  Total  number  of  nuisances  abated 

( d )  Total  number  of  preliminary  notices  served 

(e)  Total  number  of  Statutory  notices  served 
(/)  Total  number  of  summonses  taken  out 

(g)  Total  number  of  convictions 

( h )  Number  of  houses  disinfected 

(0  Methods  of  disinfection  used  :  Spraying  with  Izal. 

Fumigation  by  Formaldehyde  Lamps,  removal 
of  wallpaper  and  washing  of  -walls. 


28 

17 

1 


40 


(8)  Housing. 

1.  New  Houses  erected  furing  the  year 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately 

under  ( b )  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  24 

(. b )  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  .  .  .  .  Nil 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  .  .  4 

(c)  Proposed  under  Housing  Acts  .  .  .  .  .  .  44 

2.  Inspection. 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  P.H.  or  Housing  Acts)  162 
Number  of  inspections  made  .  .  .  .  .  .  542 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  included  under  sub¬ 

head  (1)  above  -which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  (Consolidated) 
Regulations,  1925  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  162 

Number  of  inspections  made  .  .  .  .  .  .  542 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 
be  unfit  for  human  habitation  .  .  .  .  41 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ,  30 

3.  Remedy  of  defects  without  Service  of  formal 
Notices.  Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses 
rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 

local  Authority  of  their  Officers  .  .  .  .  .  .  30 

4.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  .  .  0 


05  05  H-1  05  tO  05 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  By  Owners  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0 

(b)  By  local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  0 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  .  .  .  .  .  .  0 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling- 
houses  having  been  rendered  fit  .  .  .  .  0 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  .  .  .  .  12 

(6)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 

suance  of  Demolition  Orders  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

5.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Overcrowding. 

(a)  1 .  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  138 

2.  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  .  .  138 

3.  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  .  .  771 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  10 

( c )  1.  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

2.  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  10 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  steps 
taken  for  abatement 

( e )  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  over¬ 

crowding  conditions  upon  which  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  may  consider  it  desirable 
to  report 

(/)  General  comments  and  remarks  on  the  Sanitary 
Conditions  and  requirements  of  the  District 

Meat  Inspection. 

During  the  year  1937  the  number  of  notifications  received 
in  respect  of  animals  slaughtered  by  cottagers  was  as  follows  : 

85  Pigs  and  15  Sheep  and  Lambs: 

Of  the  above,  6  Races  were  condemned. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

The  following  number  of  animals  were  examined  : 

300  Beasts,  25  Calves,  751  Sheep  and  Lambs,  344  Pigs. 

The  amount  condemned  was  1  Pig,  2  Pig’s  heads,  1 
Beast’s  Head,  1  Fore  Quarter  Beef,  28  lbs.  Beef,  34  Races  and 
45  Livers. 


S.  B.  J.  Davies, 

G.  J.  Watts, 

Sanitary  Inspectors . 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Year  1937 

FOR  THE 

RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  WEST  DEAN. 

{Form  572.  Nov.,  1929). 


On  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  in 
connection  with  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


1. — Inspection  of  Factories'  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


(Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of 

Nuisances). 


Premises 


No.  of  No.  of  No.  of 

Inspec-  Written  Prose- 

tions.  Notices  cutions 


Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries)  .  .  9  .  .  0  .  .  0 

Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries)  16  ..  0  ..  0 

Workplaces  (other  than  Outworkers’premises)  1  .  .  0  .  .  0 


Total  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  26  0  . .  0 


2. — Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : — * 

No.  of  Defects 


Referred 

No.  of 

Found 

Remedied 

to  H.M. 

Prose¬ 

Particulars 

Inspector 

cutions 

Want  of  cleanliness 

.  .  0 

.  .  0 

.  .  0 

0 

Want  of  ventilation 

.  .  0 

.  .  0 

.  .  0 

0 

Overcrowding 

.  .  0 

.  .  0 

.  .  0  .  . 

0 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors.  . 

.  .  0 

.  .  0 

.  .  0  .  . 

0 

Other  nuisances 

.  .  0 

.  .  0 

.  .  0 

0 

Sanitary  accommodation  : — 

Insufficient 

.  .  0 

.  .  0 

.  .  0  .  . 

0 

Unsuitable  or  defective 

.  .  0 

.  .  0 

.  .  0  .  . 

0 

Not  separate  for  sexes 

.  .  0 

.  .  0 

.  .  0  .  . 

0 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshops 

Acts  : — 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground 

bakehouse  (s.  101) 

.  .  0 

.  .  0 

.  .  0  .  . 

0 

Other  offences 

.  .  0 

.  .  0 

.  .  0  .  . 

0 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to  out¬ 
work  and  offences  under  the 
Sections  mentioned  in  the  Sched¬ 
ule  to  the  Ministry  of  Health 
(Factories  and  Workshops  Trans¬ 
fer  of  Powers)  Order,  1921). 

Total  . 0..0..0..  0 

♦Including  those  specified  in  sections  2,  3,  7  and  S  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act, 
1901,  as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

Outwork  in  Unwholesome  Premises, Section  108. -None  in  District. 
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LYDNEY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Composition  -of  District :  The  Parishes  of  Lydney,  Aylburton 

Alvington,  St.  Briavels,  Hewelsfield,  Tidenham  and 

Woolaston. 

1.  — General  Statistics — Area  (Acres)  24,544. 

Population  (Census  1931),  10,824  ;  in  1937,  estimated 

(mid-year)  10,610. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (Census  1931),  2447. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1937),  2799. 

Rateable  Value,  £46,930. 

Estimated  product  of  a  penny  rate,  £188  4s.  2d. 

2.  — Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year — 

Total  Male  Female 

Live  _/ Legitimate  149...  81...  68  )  Birth  Rate  per  1000  of 

Births\ Illegitimate  3...  1...  2  J ‘^e  ®s^ted  resi^ 

Still  _£  Legitimate  4...  2...  2 )  Rate  per  1000  (live 

Births \ Illegitimate  1...  1...  o  |  and  still)  births ...  44.5 

Deaths  .  140...  71...  69  Death  Rate  132 

Deaths  from  (  No.  29  Puerperal  sepsis 

Puerperal  Causes  (  No.  30  Other  Puerperal  causes 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age — 

All  infants  per  1000  live  births  ...  46.05 
Legitimate  per  1000  Legitimate  births  47.00 

Illegitimate  per  1000  Illegitimate  births  0 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  22 

,,  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  0 

,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  0 

,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  ...  0 


o  o 
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3, — Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  Year — 


Total  Cases  Cases  admitted  Total 
Disease  Notified  to  Hospital  Deaths 


Small  Pox 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

20 

18 

0 

Diphtheria 

9 

mJ 

2 

0 

Typhoid-Paratyphoid) 

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

0 

0 

Puerpeial  Fever 

1 

0 

0 

Pneumonia  (Primary) 

9 

0 

0 

Other  diseases  generally  notifiable 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

0 

0 

0 

Other  diseases  notifiable  locally 

Erysipelas 

2 

0 

0 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Nil. 

Tuberculosis  : — 

1  M 

2 

•  •  •  • 

..M  1 

(a)  Pulmonary  .  .  F 

1 

•  •  •  • 

..F  0 

Total  1 

3 

•  •  •  • 

1 

(  M 

4 

•  •  •  • 

..M  0 

(b)  Non-Pulmonary .  .  F 

6 

•  •  •  • 

.  .F  1 

Total  [ 

10 

. . 

1 

— Sickness  during  Year — 

Scarlet  Fever  the  most  prevalent  infectious  disease. 


5. — Hospitals  and  other  Institutions  available  for  the  District  : 

(a)  Hospitals  provided  or  subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  by  the  County  Council : 

Vide  West  Gloucestershire  United  Districts,  page  9. 

(1)  Fever.  Alvington,  No.  of  Beds :  16. 

(2)  Other.  Lydney  and  District  Hospital. 

No.  of  Beds  :  19.  Additional  20  in  new  block. 

(b)  Ambulance  f  (a)  for  infectious  cases,  One  Motor. 

Facilities  :  \  (b)  for  non-infectious  and  accident  cases, 

One  motor. 


6.— PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1875. 

Sections  in  force  in  the  following  Parishes  : — 


Whole  District 
Lydney  Parish 
Lydney  Parish 
Do.  do. 

Do.  do. 

Aylburton  Parish 


LYDNEY  DISTRICT 


157  and 
42  and 
90  .  . 

160  .  . 


158 

44 


Watering 


39  .  . 

42  and  44 


SUBJECT. 

New  Buildings 
Scavenging  & 

Lodging  Houses 
Numbering  and  Naming 
Houses  and  Streets 
Urinals 

Scavenging  &  Watering 


Certain  sections  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907, 
are  also  in  force  in  the  District. 


57 


Bye-Laws  : — 

Adopted 

New  Streets  and  Buildings  (Lydney  U)  ...  1892 

New  Streets  and  Buildings,  Remainder  (R)  ...  1900 

Prevention  of  Nuisances  (Lydney)  ...  ...  1892 

Common  Lodging-houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  1892 

Slaughter-houses  (Lydney)  ...  ...  ...  1924 

Milk  and  Dairies  Order  ...  ...  ...  ...  1924 

Public  Health  (Imported  Milk)  ...  ...  ...  1924 


Section  95  Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  1907  1932 

Part  III  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890  1332 


Public  Health  Staff. 

(1)  M.O.H..  C.  T.  Darwent,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.,  D.P.H. 

(2)  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Geo.  J.  Elliott,  Senr.,  M.Inst. 

M.  and  Cy.  E.,  M.R.S.I. 

(3)  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  W.  M.  Richards 

Certificated  R.S.I.,  and  Meat  Certificate. 


C.  T.  Darwent, 

c 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


MORTALITY  AT  ALL  AGES,  1937— LYDNEY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 
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INFANT  MORTALITY  IN  LYDNEY  R.D.,  1937. 


Causes  of  Death 


Bronchitis 
Pneumonia 
Congenital  Debility 
Violence 
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LYDNEY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 
Tuberculosis — New  Cases  and  Mortality  During  1937. 


Age  Periods 

New  Cases 
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65  and  upwards 
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REPORT  OF  M.O.  IN  CHARGE  OF  ALVINGTON 

ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

During  the  year  1937  there  were  18  cases  treated  in  the 
Hospital  all  of  which  were  Scarlet  Fever.  The  last  case  was 
discharged  on  9/10/37,  and  the  hospital  has  been  empty  since 
then. 

In  the  Lydney  District  we  have  been  remarkedly  free 
from  infectious  fevers.  Since  last  October  there  have  been  no 
notifiable  epidemics,  in  fact,  except  for  a  small  epidemic  of 
catarrhal  jaundice  in  Lydney  and  an  epidemic  of  very  mild 
measles  in  Alvington  and  Woolaston  there  has  been  nothing. 
In  my  15  years  practice  in  Lydney,  1937  has  been  by  far  and 
away  the  healthiest  year. 

Our  Isolation  Hospital  has  been  put  in  a  state  of  good 
repair  and  about  the  only  thing  we  lack  now  is  the  Electric 
Current  supply. 

C.  O.  Carson, 

Medical  Officer  in  Charge. 
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LYDNEY  SHIPPING,  1937. 

I.— AMOUNT  OF  SHIPPING  ENTERING  THE  PORT  DURING  THE  YEAR  1937 

TABLE  A. 


Number. 

Tonnage. 

Number 
reported 
to  be 
Defective. 

Number  ot 
vessels  on 
which  defects 
were  remedied. 

Number 

inspected  by 
the  Sanitary 
Inspector. 

Foreign  : — 

Steamers 

64 

8387 

0 

0 

2 

*Motor 

71 

6023 

0 

0 

1 

Sailing  ... 

1 

106 

0 

0 

0 

Fishing  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total  Foreign 

136 

14516 

0 

0 

3 

Coastwise  : — 

Steamers 

259 

18904 

0 

0 

4 

*  Motor 

472 

25802 

0 

0 

3 

Sailing  ... 

296 

14178 

0 

0 

2 

Fishing  ...  ...  ■ 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total  Coastwise  ... 

1027 

58884 

0 

0 

9 

Total  Foreign  and  Coast- 

wise 

1163 

73400 

0 

0 

12 

*  Includes  mechanically  propelled  vessels  other  than  steamers. 


II.— CHARACTER  OF  TRADE  OF  PORT. 

TABLE  B. 

(1)  Passenger  Traffic  during  1937  : — None. 

(2)  Cargo  Traffic. 

Principal  imports  : — Nil. 

Principal  exports  : — -Coal  and  Tin-plate. 

Countries  with  which  the  port  principally  trades  : — England,  Wales  and  Irish 
Free  State. 

III.— SOURCE  OF  WATER  SUPPLY. 

(1)  For  the  port  : — Town  main  and  Deep  well  water. 

(2)  For  shipping  ditto. 

(3)  Number  of  water  boats  and  their  sanitary  condition  : — None. 

IV.— INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

(1)  Arrangements  for  detection  of  infectious  disease  on  inward  vessels  : — Ships 
boarded  at  King’s  Road  by  P.S.A.  before  reaching  Lydney. 

(2)  Arrangements  for  notification  to  the  P.S.A.  of  the  arrival  of  inward  vessels 
requiring  special  attention  :— Customs  Officer  inquires  and  reports. 

(3)  What  vessels  are  boarded  on  arrival,  by  whom,  where  and  how  : —  All  from 
Foreign  Ports. 

(4)  Arrangements  for  disposal  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  and  for  observation  or 
surveillance  of  contacts  : — Cholera,  Plague,  etc.,  dealt  with  by  P.S.A.,  Bristol. 

(5)  Arrangements  for  disinfection  of  infected  quarters,  Carried  out 

bedding,  clothing,  etc.  0  by 

(6)  Arrangements  for  cleansing  of  persons.  }-  L.S.A. 

(7)  Arrangements  for  ambulance  transport.  J 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR'S  ANNUAL  REPORT,  1937. 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  consideration  my 
Annual  Report  for  the  Year  1937,  being  the  thirty-sixth  such 
report  which  I  have  made  since  my  appointment  as  your 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor. 

Housing. 

Your  Council  are  the  owners  of  285  houses  within  the 
area  comprising  the  following  parishes  in  your  district,  viz.  : — 


Parish 

Parlour 

Non-Parlour 

Total 

Lydney 

105 

114 

219 

Aylburton  ’ 

. . .  — 

4 

4 

Alvington 

— 

12 

12 

WOOLASTON 

— — 

6 

6 

Tidenham 

3 

29 

32 

Hewelsfield 

— 

4 

4 

St.  Briavels 

- • 

8 

8 

Totals  ...  108  177  285 


The  only  Housing  Scheme  undertaken  by  your  Council 
during  the  Year  1936,  was  one  for  10  non-parlour  type  houses 
at  Jubilee  Road  in  the  parish  of  Lydney.  The  Scheme  was 
completed  and  all  the  houses  occupied  in  June  last.  Land  for 
further  developments  has  been  purchased  in  every  parish  with 
the  exception  of  Aylburton,  and  1938  should  be  a  busy  one 
for  the  extension  of  your  Schemes,  throughout  your  district. 

Housing — Private  Enterprise. 

Plans  for  80  New  Houses  have  been  submitted  to  your 
Council  by  Private  Enterprise  and  have  received  your  Council’s 
approval. 

They  are  to  be  erected  in  the  following  parishes,  viz.  : — 
Lydney  60,  Aylburton  2,  Tidenham,  18,  Total  80.  The  position 
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with  respect  to  these  houses  at  the  end  of  1937  is  as  follows 
viz.  : — 


Houses  Completed  ...  22 

Houses  in  Course  of  Erection  ...  29 

Houses  not  Commenced  ...  29 


Total  ...  80 


In  addition  to  the  aforementioned  house  plans,  plans  for 
the  following  have  also  been  submitted  and  approved  by  your 
Council. 

Alterations  and  Additions  to  Offa’s  Dyke  House,  Tidenham. 
Ditto.  Top  Oaks  Houses,  ditto. 

Ditto.  Chapel  Hill  House,  Aylburton. 

Relay  and  Switch  Houses.  West  Glos.  Power  Co.,  Lydney. 

Wagon  Shop.  Wagon  Repairs  Co.,  ditto. 


Housing  Inspection. 


No.  of  Houses  Inspected  109 

No.  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  28 
No.  found  to  be  not  reasonably  fit  18 

Defects  remedied  by  Owners  21 

Closing  Orders  8 

Rendered  Fit  3 

Demolition  Orders  24 

No.  of  Houses  Demolished  7 


Total  109 


Your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  my  Assistant  have 
made  all  the  above  inspections  and  have  reported  on  them  to 
your  Council  from  time  to  time. 

Other  Visits. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act.  “  Unlicensed  Premises  ”  94 

Infectious  Diseases  Act  43 


137 
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Water  Supply. 

No  new  water  supplies  have  been  provided  during  the 
year  in  any  part  of  your  district,  and  no  works  of  any  im¬ 
portance  have  been  carried  out  in  connection  with  water 
supply. 

Progress  has  been  made  during  the  year  by  the  extension 
of  39  connections  made  with  the  Lydney  mains,  7  with  the 
Chepstow,  and  3  with  private  mains,  a  total  of  49  new  con¬ 
nections. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

No  new  sewerage  system  has  been  provided  in  any  part 
of  your  district  during  the  past  year,  nor  any  extensions  to 
existing  sewers. 

41  new  houses  have  however  been  connected  to  the 
Lydney  sewers  and  47  flushing  cisterns  provided  and  connected 
to  the  public  water  supply  in  Lydney  and  Lidenham. 

The  Managers  of  the  Church  of  England  Schools  at  Prim¬ 
rose  Hill,  Lydney,  have  discarded  the  old  privy  vault  system 
and  in  its  place  have  installed  the  water  carriage  system  to  deal 
with  the  sewage.  Connection  has  been  made  with  the  Lydney 
sewers  in  that  area  and  flushing  cisterns  connected  to  the  town 
water  mains  have  been  provided.  It  is  the  fulfilment  of  a 
long  overdue  improvement  and  I  am  happy  with  the  result. 

10  privy  vaults  have  been  abolished  in  the  purely  rural 
part  of  your  district,  and  the  pail  system  adopted  to  replace 
them,  30  new  pails  have  been  provided  where  necessary,  at 
your  own  properties  in  various  parishes. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

House  scavenging  has  been  carried  out  systematically 
in  the  parishes  of  Lydney  and  Aylburton  as  in  past  years,  and 
both  parishes  have  extended  the  services  to  outlying  parts. 

No  other  parish  within  your  Council’s  area  provides  this 
amenity  for  the  householders  at  the  public  expense. 

445  rats  have  been  destroyed  at  the  Durhams  Refuse 
tip,  Lydney,  independent  of  those  gassed  in  their  runs. 
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The  method  of  gassing  used  is  by  “  Taboo  Gas  Car¬ 
tridges  ”  which  proves  very  effective,  and  I  do  not  confine  my 
efforts  purely  to  what  is  known  as  “  Rat  Week.” 

Meat  Regulations. 

My  Assistant  has  condemned  256  lbs.  of  offal  during  his 
inspections  of  Registered  and  Unlicensed  premises,  and  in 
addition  2  carcases  of  pork  affected  with  generalised  tuber¬ 
culosis. 

There  are  10  Registered  Slaughter  houses  in  your  district 
to  which  he  has  made  198  visits  of  inspection. 

The  number  of  notices  received  for  slaughtering  on 

unlicensed  premises  is  94 — made  up  as  follows  : — 

Pigs  ...  ...  91 

Sheep  ...  ...  1 

Goats  ...  ...  2 


94 


A  record  is  not  kept  of  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered 
on  registered  premises. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Order. 

There  are  167  Cowsheds  on  the  Register,  to  which  my 
Assistant  and  Self  have  made  221  visits  of  inspection,  with  the 
result  that  a  further  4  Cowsheds  have  been  considerably 
improved.  They  are  situate  in  the  parishes  of  Hewelsfield, 
Tidenham  and  Woolaston. 

The  number  of  Milk  Samples  submitted  for  analysis  to  the 
Bacteriological  Institute  is  15,  of  which  9  were  from  schools 
and  7  direct  from  the  farms. 

The  number  of  Accredited  Milk  Licenses  are  as  follows  : — 

No.  of  Licences  issued  by  the  County  Council  16 

No.  of  Licences  granted  during  the  year  3 


Total 


19 
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One  licence  has  been  allowed  to  lapse  during  the  year 
by  the  holder  of  the  licence  himself. 

In  most  cases  the  milk  never  enters  the  premises  of  the 
farmer  at  all,  but  goes  direct  from  the  farm  to  the  consumers 
in  bulk.  I  have  not  a  single  complaint  to  lay  before  you  with 
respect  to  the  Meat  or  Milk  Supplies,  which,  generally  speaking 
is  of  good  quality. 

Factories,  Workshops  and  Bakehouses. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  following  epitome  that  the  work 
done  under  the  above  Act  has  been  generally  carried  out. 
In  most  parts  of  your  district  the  conditions  are  of  such  a 
rural  character  that  the  work  of  inspection  is  limited  to  cleanli¬ 
ness  of  premises  and  food  production.  With  the  exception 
of  Lydne}^  proper,  there  is  really  no  important  industry  beyond 


agriculture. 

No.  on 

No. 

Total  No.  of 

TRADE 

Register 

Inspected 

Inspections 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

— 

— 

— 

Slaughter-Houses 

10 

10 

198 

Factories  and  Workshops 

48 

48 

96 

Bakehouses 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and 

14 

14 

42 

Milkshops 

167 

167 

221 

Canal  Boats 

■ — ■ 

— 

12 

Residences  of  Outworkers 

— 

— ■ 

— 

Factories  including  Laundries  — 

18 

— 

There  has  been  no  necessity  to  serve  summons  notices  on 
any  of  the  Owners  or  Occupiers,  and  limewashing  is  carried 
out  regularly  twice  a  year. 


Infectious  Disease  and  Hospital  Patients. 

The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  reported  to  me 
direct,  viz.  20,  is  an  incomplete  return  for  the  year.  The 
M.O.H/s  Annual  Report  must  be  perused  for  full  totals  and 
information. 
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Parish 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Diphtheria 

Removed 
to  Hospital 

Isolated 
at  Home 

Lydney 

11 

0 

9 

2 

Tidenham 

8 

2 

10 

0 

St.  Briavels 

1 

0 

1 

0 

Totals 

20 

2 

20 

2 

No  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  reported  tome  from  any 
of  the  following  parishes,  viz.,  Aylburton,  Alvington,  Wool- 
aston,  or  Hewelsfield.  The  number  of  houses  disinfected  furing 
the  year  is  34,  and  has  been  carried  out  by  my  Assistant. 

Generally. 

In  concluding  my  Report  for  the  year  1937,  I  may  be 
permitted  to  thank  you  Mr.  Chairman,  your  Vice-Chairman, 
and  all  the  Members  of  your  Council  for  the  kindnesses  I  have 
received  at  your  hands  for  the  past  36  years,  of  which  I  am  not 
insensible  nor  ungrateful. 

My  thanks  are  especially  due  to  your  Clerk,  Mr.  Spearing, 
with  whom  it  has  been  a  real  pleasure  to  labour  in  your  service. 
I  do  not  recall  a  single  instance  of  bad  feeling  between  us,  and 
I  hope  that  I  am  not  taking  liberties  in  calling  him  “  friend.” 

I  would  not  forget  in  my  acknowledgements  any  Member 
of  his  Staff  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  and  I  would  like 
to  just  say  thanks  to  them  all. 

I  would  not  forget  at  this  time  my  indebtedness  to  my 
Assistant  for  his  constant  loyalty  to  me,  and  the  willingness 
with  which  he  has  carried  out  my  instructions.  I  can  but  hope 
that  our  service  as  colleagues  will  help  him  to  look  back 
on  the  past  years  with — may  I  say  it — affection. 

I  have  not  worked  but  one  year  with  your  M.O.H.  but  I 
hasten  to  acknowledge  his  co-operation  and  advice  whenever 
I  have  sought  it. 

I  cannot  close  without  expressing  my  deep  appreciation 
to  the  Workmen  under  my  supervision,  whose  loyalty  and 
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devotion  I  shall  not  easily  forget,  and  to  your  Matron  and 
Hospital  Staff  for  all  their  help. 

For  myself  individually,  it  only  remains  for  me  to  express 
my  high  sense  of  honour  your  Council  have  done  me  in  formally 
appointing  me  your  Surveyor  and  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  for 
the  past  36  years,  an  honour  I  shall  cherish  so  long  as  I  live. 

I  sincerely  trust  that  I  have  fulfilled  the  duties  you  have 
imposed  upon  me,  with  as  much  satisfaction  to  your  Council, 
as  I  have  enjoyed  in  the  work  itself,  and  with  a  full  sense  of  the 
responsibility  which  it  has  involved. 

I  beg  to  remain,  Sir,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  Your  obed¬ 
ient  and  obliged  servant. 


Geo.  J.  Elliott, 

Surveyor  and  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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Report  of  Mr.  Geo.  J.  Elliott,  Sanitary  Inspector. 
Water  Supply  : 

(a)  Is  there  deficiency  in  any  part,  and,  if  so,  what 

part  or  parts  ?  0 

(b)  Has  there  been  any  change  in  the  existing  sources 

of  supply  ?  No. 

(c)  Has  any  application  for  a  Loan  been  made  ?  No. 

(d)  Number  of  new  connections  with  public  supply .  .  49 

(e)  Number  of  wells  sunk,  or  improved  sources  of 

supply  provided  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0 

(/)  Number  of  wells  closed  .  .  .  .  .  .  0 

(g)  Number  of  samples  taken  for  examination  . .  1 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. 

(a)  Has  any  application  for  a  Loan  been  made  ?  No. 

( b )  Number  of  houses  in  each  parish  newly  connected 

with  sew'ers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  41 

(c)  .  W.C.’s  newdy  supplied  with  flushing  cisterns  .  .  39 

(d)  Number  of  earth  closets,  pail  closets,  or  improved 

privies  constructed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  10 

(/)  Number  of  notices  served  to  empty  "  Privy 

Vaults  ”  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  10 

(g)  Number  of  privy  vaults  abolished  .  .  .  .  10 

Refuse  Disposal  : 

(a)  In  what  parishes  have  arrangements  been  made 

for  the  removal  or  disposal  of  house  refuse  ? 

Lydney  and  Aylburton. 

(b)  What  changes  in  the  collection  or  disposal  were 

made  during  1937  ?  Extensions  in  above  parishes. 

Numbers  Inspected  of  each  of  the  Following  : 


Common  Lodging  Houses 

No.  on 
Register 

0 

No. 

Inspected 

0 

Total  No.  of 
Inspections 

0 

Slaughter  Houses 

10 

10 

. .  198 

Bakehouses 

14 

14 

42 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  Milkshops 

.  .  167 

.  .  167 

.  .  221 

Canal  Boats 

0 

12 

12 

Workshops 

48 

48 

96 

Residences  of  out-workers 

0 

0 

0 

(5)  Smoke  Abatement. 

Particulars  of  action  taken  ?  Nil. 

(6)  Swimming  Pools  and  Baths. 

Particulars  of  Pools  and  Baths  in  area  and  action  taken 
to  ensure  satisfactory  condition  of  water  ? 

See  M.O.H.  Report,  page  14. 
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(7)  General  : 

Complaints  received 

Nuisances  reported  to  District  Council 

(1)  Total 

(2)  Swine  .  . 

Number  of  Nuisance  abated 
Number  of  preliminary  snotice  served .  . 
Statutory  Notices  served 
Number  of  Summonses  taken  out 
Number  of  convictions  ... 

Number  of  houses  disinfected 


31 

34 
1 

32 

35 
0 
t) 
0 

34 


Methods  of  disinfection  used — Formaldehyde  Spray  and 
Lawes  ‘Formagen’  Generators. 


(8)  Housing. 

1.  New  Houses  erected  furing  the  year  : — 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately 

under  ( b )  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  32 

( b )  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  .  .  .  .  10 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  .  .  22 

(c)  Proposed  under  Housing  Acts  .  .  .  .  .  .  0 


2.  Inspection. 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  P.H.  or  Housing  Acts)  109 
Number  of  inspections  made  .  .  .  .  .  .  109 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  included  under  sub¬ 

head  (1)  above  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  (Consolidated) 
Regulations,  1925  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  109 

Number  of  inspections  made  .  .  .  .  .  .  109 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 
be  unfit  for  human  habitation  .  .  .  .  28 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  18 

3.  Remedy  of  defects  without  Service  of  formal 

Notices.  Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses 
rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
local  Authority  of  their  Officers  .  .  .  .  .  .  21 

4.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  .  .  .  .  21 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  By  Owners  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  21 

(b)  By  local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  0 
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(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling- 
houses  having  been  rendered  fit  .  .  .  .  3 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  .  .  .  .  24 

(6)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 

suance  of  Demolition  Orders  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 


5.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Overcrowding. 

(a)  1.  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year 

2.  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 

3.  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year 

(c)  1.  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year 

2.  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  steps 
taken  for  abatement 

( e )  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  over¬ 

crowding  conditions  upon  which  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  may  consider  it  desirable 
to  report 

(/)  General  comments  and  remarks  on  the  Sanitary 
Conditions  and  requirements  of  the  District 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Year  1937 


FOR  THE 

RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  LYDNEY. 

{Form  572.  Nov.,  1929). 

On  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  in 
connection  with  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


1. — Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 
(Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of 

Nuisances). 


Premises 


No.  of  No.  of  No.  of 
Inspec-  Written  Prose- 
tions.  Notices  cutions 


Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries)  .  .  18  .  .  0  .  .  0 

Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries)  96  .  .  0  .  .  0 

Workplaces(other  than  Outworkers’  premises)  0  .  .  0  .  .  0 


Total  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  114  0  .  .  0 


2. — Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : — * 

No.  of  Defects 

Referred  No.  of 
Found  Remedied  to  H.M.  Prose- 


Particulars 

Want  of  cleanliness 

0  .  . 

0 

Inspector 

.  .  0 

cutions 

0 

Want  of  ventilation 

0  . . 

0 

.  .  0  .  . 

0 

Overcrowding 

0  .  . 

0 

.  .  0  .  . 

0 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

0  .  . 

0 

.  .  0  .  . 

0 

Other  nuisances 

0  .  . 

0 

.  .  0  .. 

0 

Sanitarv  accommodation  : — 

Insufficient 

0  .  . 

0 

. .  0 

0 

Unsuitable  or  defective 

0  . . 

0 

.  .  0 

0 

Not  separate  for  sexes 

0  .  . 

0 

.  .  0 

0 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Acts 

: — 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground 

bakehouse  (s.  101) 

None 

in 

District 

Other  offences 

0  .  . 

0 

.  .  0  .  . 

0 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to  out¬ 
work  and  offences  under  the 

Sections  mentioned  in  the  Sched¬ 
ule  to  the  Ministry  of  Health 
(Factories  and  Workshops  Trans- 

fer  of  Powers)  Order,  1921). 

Total  ••  ••  ••  •• 

0  .  . 

0 

.  .  0  .  . 

0 

*Including  those  specified  in  sections  2,  3,  7  and  8  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act, 
1901  as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

Outwork  in  Unwholesome  Premises.Section  108. -None  in  District 
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